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CEO’s MESSAGE
Hugh Chambers

As we emerge from the shadows of the pandemic, we hear 
wonderful stories of successful events and communities 
coming together again for the first time for many months, 
and in some cases for over a year.  One of the great things 
about sport is that it allows everybody escape from the 
challenges of everyday life and to immerse themselves 
in the excitement and passion of competition.  We are 
particularly grateful that so many of our members have 
returned so swiftly to motorsport, whether as competitors, 
officials, marshals or working in the medical and rescue 
and recovery teams.  The pandemic’s immense global 
challenge has caused everybody to take stock and weigh 
up their priorities.  It is therefore particularly gratifying 
that our sport is bouncing back with such vigour.

However, we need to temper our excitement with the fact 
that not all regions and countries, or disciplines of the 
sport, are fully operational as yet.  As we work with our 

government at a national and local level, we have pushed 
hard to navigate the legislation which is often of a blanket 
nature designed for every shape and size of sport and does 
not necessarily recognise the unique nature of motorsport 
operating in what are generally large and open-air venues.  
Nonetheless, I am confident that the entirety of the UK, 
and all of our disciplines will back to full strength as we 
progress through the summer months. We have to hope 
that the extraordinary vaccination programme that the UK 
has initiated will keep everybody safe and secure in the 
future despite the threat of further variants.  So, in many 
ways we should be extremely grateful for the position that 
motorsport finds itself in, with our clubs emerging intact 
and most championships and promotors having found a 
way to weather the storm.  Our competitors are resilient 
and committed, as the extremely high levels of licence 
applications across all categories, resulting in sell-out 
events and bumper grids attest.  
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That said, the uncertainties in some sectors of the UK and 
in some disciplines, in particular rallying, has left some 
people concerned about their ability to find events across 
the grassroots of the sport.  As this month’s lead article 
explains, the RS Inter Club licence provides drivers with 
an incredible array of competitions that they can enter - 
from Hill Climbs and Sprints to Trials and AutoSolos.  One 
of the many fascinating aspects of our sport is how with 
one licence you can take part in so many different types 
of events, and often using the same vehicle which may 
well be unmodified from its road registered condition and 
can be driven to the event.  So, if you have not yet taken 
out your new licence for 2021, do follow the links in the 
feature and see what a fantastic range of events have 
already been planned, and hopefully you can get back 
behind the wheel and competing at one of these events 
over the summer months.

Although we are not back to normal just yet, the 
indications are positive, and we could be forgiven for 
thinking that means that motorsport has a safe and 
secure future in this country.  However, I think we all know 
that there are some tectonic shifts in the post-COVID-19 
landscape that mean motorsport is going to face some 
stiff headwinds and an uphill climb.

The most obvious challenge that is now becoming more 
and more prevalent is the advance of electric propulsion 
for vehicles.  We have spoken before about our support for 
the principles behind electrification for the benefits that 
are delivered at the point of use, and thus they are ideal 
for urban and inner-city areas that suffer from vehicle 
pollution. In fact, we are embracing the integration of 
electric propulsion in UK motorsport with the specific 
regulations published last year and the confirmation of 
electric and ICE cars competing side by side, as detailed in 
this issue of the magazine.

However, the complexity of measuring the real emissions 
and carbon impact of electric vehicles is only just 
beginning to be understood.  The manufacturing of 
batteries and critical components in an electric vehicle 
is a complex and energy-sapping exercise that in itself 
creates a level of pollution that places the vehicle in a 
net deficit that lasts for several tens of thousands of miles 
before it reaches net zero. The news right now is full of the 

concerns with the very limited supply chain for precious 
metals that are essential for battery production as they 
are sourced from a handful of countries and controlled 
by global powers that may not always be favourable for 
us.  On top of this there are still many challenges for 
electric vehicles to present the same user experience that 
we are all used to for refuelling and consequent range of 
travel.  Of course, the latest electric vehicles are wonders 
of technology, and have demonstrated just how swiftly 
vehicle manufacturers can embrace a whole new level 
of engineering. But the huge surge in adoption has been 
driven very much by significant government subsidies 
(and specifically the tax benefits for electric company cars) 
which is a legitimate and laudable mechanism, but the 
underlying wisdom of a wholesale shift to electric at the 
expense of any alternative is worrying.  

There is an estimated 1.4 billion vehicles in the world 
today, of which all but a very small handful are powered by 
internal combustion engines.  The prospect of switching 
this enormous fleet from petrol and diesel to electric 
propulsion is simply infeasible in any realistic timeframe.  
And although western countries have now made bold 
moves to ban the internal combustion engine from sale, as 
soon as 2030 in the UK, this will leave a residual vehicle 
population that continues to emit toxic fumes for decades 
to come around the planet.  

It is with all of this in mind that Motorsport UK is seeking 
alternative solutions that will allow net zero fuels to 
be developed, tested and demonstrated in competition 
vehicles so that this technology could be deployed 
and rolled out across the existing hardware with no 
modifications or additional expenditure but could shift 
to a net zero emissions status.  The development of these 
synthetic net zero fuels has been slow until now, as the 
process is new and initially costly, but ultimately given 

"One of the many fascinating 
aspects of our sport is how with 
one licence you can take part in so 
many different types of events"
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the fundamental simplicity of the concept which is to 
synthesise a fuel from natural elements - with the input of 
renewable electricity for the chemical reaction - it is only a 
matter of time before the giant petrochemical companies/
nation states recognise the opportunity that lies in this 
route for their vast infrastructure and retail networks to 
deploy such a solution.  It is at that tipping point that 
these types of fuels will become readily available, but in 
the meantime, there is a danger that the bridges are being 
burnt in the name of pure electrification.  

We see it as an urgent priority for motorsport to be in the 
vanguard of demonstrating the viability of these new fuels, 
and I’m delighted that the FIA has now announced that the 
WRC will be moving to a net zero fuel from 2022, soon to 
be matched by other FIA series.  These major showcases of 
technology will capture the imagination of the media and 
fans around the world, which should be the accelerator of 
acceptability that gives political legitimacy for our leaders 
to recognise that there needs to be a dual approach to 
solving the problem of net zero transportation.  

The leading F1 engineer, Paddy Lowe, has established 
a new enterprise focused on these Net Zero fuels. “The 
need to move away from fossil fuels has never been 
clearer,” says Lowe. “We are in a climate emergency. Electric 
vehicles are fantastic for many situations where weight 
and endurance aren’t performance imperatives. However, 
the low energy density of batteries compared to liquid 
petroleum fuels (gasoline, kerosene, diesel) means there 
are many applications where electric power isn’t an 
option and won’t be in the foreseeable future.”

Zero Petroleum’s vision is to become a leading supplier 
of carbon-neutral fuel, created by recycling water and 
carbon dioxide using renewable energy. “The fuel we 
will produce is a drop-in solution,” explains Lowe. “It will 
enable vehicles to run without any engine modification, 
creating a perfect net-zero carbon energy source for the 
transportation, motorsport, and classic car industries. 
The advantages of Zero Petroleum lie in their ease of 
application. They can be used in combustion engines and 
plug-in hybrids and can make use of the existing network 
of petrol stations.”

It is Motorsport UK’s intention to introduce certain 
championships that will run purely on net zero fuel as 
soon as 2022, which will deliver a practical demonstration 

"It is Motorsport UK’s intention to 
introduce certain championships 
that will run purely on net zero 
fuel as soon as 2022"
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of the way that these fuels can provide exciting affordable 
and technically viable solutions at a national level of 
competition.

There is one further area that gives us real cause for 
concern in the long-term sustainability of motorsport 
in the UK, and that is the evolution of an ever-greater 
distance between young people and the automobile.  
In an article in The Times last weekend a study by the 
Department for Transport has shown that in the age group 
17-20 there has been a drop from the early 1990s when 
around 50% were in possession of a driving licence, and 
would drive regularly, to 2021 where this has dropped 
to below 35%.  To think that only one third of that 
population is now driving is a clear indication of the lack 
of connectiveness that youngsters are feeling towards the 
car and its relevance in their lives.  They cite the cost as 
the principal reason for not wishing to even take driving 
lessons let alone invest in a car themselves.  It is in stark 
contrast to my generation, for which getting a driving 
licence and getting a car was such an enormous priority at 
the age of 17, with all the ensuing freedom and excitement 
that came with it.  

There are many reasons why younger people feel less 
inclined to take these steps as they reach their late teens, 
and certainly the cost of insurance and maintenance run 
high on this list, but I feel there is also something more 
fundamental and not really measured in the research that 
was undertaken.  I don’t think that young people today 
view the car as an object of fun and enjoyment, but largely 
as a utility that gets them from A to B.  On that basis they 
are as happy to take an Uber as they are to bother with the 
hassle and expense of getting a licence and owning a car.  

At the heart of this issue is the lack of visibility for 
motorsport to be seen by mass audiences.  It is with great 
credit that TOCA and Alan Gow have managed to maintain 

and even expand the visibility of the BTCC through their 
contract with ITV, which is a tremendous platform that 
runs all day long.  The production values that Sky has 
brought to Formula 1 are undoubtedly considerably higher 
than they were even 10 years ago, with a corresponding 
uplift in the spectacle.  But there is a problem here and 
it is simply that there is a new generation who do not 
consume their media through either terrestrial television 
or via a subscription service such as Sky, that sits behind 
a paywall.  This issue is significant for us, as this cohort 
are therefore blind to the excitement of motorsport 
competition and have at best only a vague inkling of 
what is involved.  We therefore need to bridge the gap 
into their world, and lift motorsport back into a populist 
environment that gives exposure and oxygen to our story.  

The world of Esports grows bigger every year and our 
efforts in digital motorsports need to be redoubled if 
we are to get our fair share of the attention of teenage 
kids and expose them at an early age to the excitement 
of handling a vehicle, albeit in a virtual way.  In terms 
of broadening the appeal and promotion of motorsport 
to new audiences, the FIA is placing huge resources and 
energy behind the FIA Motorsport Games that will be 
held at the end of the year at Paul Ricard in France.  By 
turning a multidiscipline event into a nation versus 
nation competition it gives us a platform that has a much 
more accessible backdrop. Think of the sports that you 
will watch at the Olympics that you have possibly never 
viewed before, or at least in any depth. For the Motorsport 
Games we will be there with Team UK and will maximise 
the opportunity to reach new audiences and new media 
with this compelling new format and event.

Whilst we greet the post-pandemic era of motorsport, we 
are very focused on what lies beyond and the challenge to 
everybody in the community to ensure we remain relevant, 
exciting and accessible to future generations.

Kind regards,

Hugh Chambers  
CEO, Motorsport UK

"We need to lift motorsport back 
into a populist environment that 
gives exposure and oxygen to  
our story"
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The need for speed
Motorsport is naturally a fast paced and dynamic environment. 

Dealing with a specialist insurance adviser helps to ensure  
that your specific risks and exposures are covered. 

As the appointed broker to Motorsport UK we can provide  
a range of products and services to suit your needs.

This is a marketing communication.
Bluefin Sport is a trading name of Marsh Ltd. Marsh Ltd is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority for General Insurance Distribution and Credit Broking 
(Firm Reference No.307511). Registered in England and Wales Number: 1507274.  
Registered Office: 1 Tower Place West, Tower Place, London EC3R 5BU.

How we use your data. If you are interested in how we use your personal information and how you may exercise your rights in 
respect of that information, please refer to the Marsh Privacy Notice https://www.marsh.com/uk/privacy-notice.html 

0345 872 5060 Mon to Fri 9am to 5pm

motorsport@bluefinsport.co.uk 
bluefinsport.co.uk/motorsport

• On track accident damage

• Motor trade

• Personal accident

• Property, including tracks, circuits       
 and venues

• Event liabilities

• Storage & transit

• Event cancellation

• Contractual bonus 

http://bluefinsport.co.uk/motorsport
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DEVOLVED NATIONS 
UNLOCK MOTORSPORT
A number of disciplines have seen a welcome return to competitive action

Following the resumption of motorsport in Guernsey and 
England over the Easter weekend, four more devolved 
nations have welcomed a return to competition with Jersey, 
Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and Scotland getting their 
seasons underway.

Northern Ireland saw its first event in 123 days with 
Larne Motor Club holding an Autotest on 24th April with 
50 competitors taking to the course. With the easing of 
restrictions we can continue to look forward to more events 
being unlocked and the return of spectators once again 
in Northern Ireland. For further details and to find your 
nearest event or club, visit: www.anicc.org.uk

UP TO SPEED
LATEST NEWS

RallySport Media

Ulster Rally

8
Revolution - May 2021

http://www.anicc.org.uk/


Jersey held the first round of its Kart Championship, 
organised by the Jersey Kart Club, while the Jersey Motorcycle 
and Light Car Club staged its first rally of the year on 24th 
April, with a hill climb and sand racing season to follow.

On the Isle of Man, an AutoSolo and the opening round of 
the Mylchreests 4×4 Challenge, organised by the Isle of 
Man Fourwheel Drive Club, got the Manx motorsport season 
underway, with local residents able to look forward to 
autotests and a return to rallying through Manx Autosport Ltd.

Competitive action returned to Scotland at the start of May 
with competitors now able to travel to events in Scotland and 
other parts of the UK. Several events signalled the restart of 
the sport including an Autotest organised by East Ayrshire 
Car Club, a Tyro Trial by the Buchan Off Road Drivers Club, 
Treasure Hunt organised by the Tay 4×4 Off Road Club and 
a Trial run by the Edxell Off-Road Club.  Dual occupancy is 
currently permitted on some Scottish events where occupants 
are from the same household. Motorsport UK is seeking a 
start date for when events can run with multiple occupancy 
of vehicles from mixed households. To find your nearest club, 
visit the Scottish Association of Motor Sport Clubs at:  
www.scottishmotorsportsclubs.co.uk/ 

Meanwhile, registrations have flooded in for the 2021 
Motorsport UK Pirelli Welsh National Rally Championship, 
which features 14 different classes designed to attract a wide 
variety of cars and drivers and including, by popular demand, 
a new category for Road Rally cars. The opening round of the 
championship is the Nicky Grist Stages on Saturday 10th July. 
Find out more about the 2021 Motorsport UK Pirelli Welsh 
National Rally Championship at: wnrc.wamc.org.uk  

“It is brilliant to see motorsport back up and running again,” 
said Motorsport UK CEO Hugh Chambers. “After lockdown we 
are now beginning to see the gradual return of motorsport 
across the whole of the UK. I would like to say a big thank 
you to all of our officials, marshals, competitors, clubs, rescue 
and recovery crews and medical teams for their diligence, 
hard work and perseverance throughout the lockdown, and 
for contributing to the development of the latest guidance 
and protocols that have allowed the sport to restart. It is the 
community as a whole who will make sure this summer we 
have a safe, fair and fun celebration of motorsport across all 
the different disciplines.”

All the latest COVID-19 guidance is available in both the 
dedicated Resource Centre and COVID-19 sections at:  
www.motorsportuk.org  

RallySport MediaUlster Rally
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A TRIBUTE TO  
HRH PRINCE PHILIP
Prince Philip took a keen interest in motorsport.  In 1952 he accepted the role of President in Chief of the 
British Racing Drivers’ Club (BRDC), a position he held for 42 years.

Prince Philip always took a keen interest in the BRDC’s affairs, attending the 21st Anniversary Dinner in 
1948, the Daily Express BRDC International Trophy in 1950, and opening the new Silverstone Pits in 1975 
amongst other events. He became one of the BRDC’s oldest members, retaining a keen interest in both the 
club’s activities and Silverstone. 

As a mark of respect during the ceremonial funeral of His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh, organisers of motorsport events taking place on Saturday 17th April observed the national 
minute’s silence at 3pm.

His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh talks with Graham Hill, 
who finished eleventh in what became his final Formula One race performance.

BRDC Daily Express International Trophy, Silverstone, England, 13 April 1975.
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TAKING A STAND  
AGAINST ONLINE ABUSE
Motorsport UK joined the Social Media Boycott alongside English football and 
other sports in calling for action to #StopOnlineAbuse #NoRoomForRacism

A number of UK National Governing Bodies (NGBs), 
national and international championships, sports 
broadcasters and athletes stood shoulder to shoulder 
with English football’s four-day Social Media Boycott, 
which took place from 30th April - 3rd May.

The Boycott was in response to online abuse targeted  
at professional athletes and others in sport.

Motorsport UK has a clear commitment to Equality, 
Diversity and Inclusion, and during its work to establish 
the EDI Committee and Sub-Committees it has come 
to light that members of our community have been the 
subject of online racial abuse. This will not be tolerated 
and steps are being taken to ensure that social media is 
a positive space for the motorsport community to come 
together and celebrate the sport.
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2021 sees SACRED joining Motorsport UK as the Official Coffee Partner. Members will be able to enjoy SACRED coffee 
and specialist teas in the new HQ at Bicester, as well as enjoying special offers on subscriptions through the Member 

Benefits Programme.

Founded in 2005, SACRED has cafes in London and has established partnerships with tier 1 banks globally and hotel 
groups. In sport, SACRED is a proud partner of Middlesex County Cricket Club, while 2021 is the 12th year of SACRED 

as the Official Coffee to Porsche Motorsport GB. The partnership with Porsche Motorsport expanded in 2015 to 
include Porsche Motorsport worldwide programmes via Stuttgart and currently include the Porsche Mobil 1 Supercup, 
Porsche WEC GT and Tag Heuer Porsche Formula E. SACRED gourmet coffee is loved by motorsport drivers globally for 

its great taste and high quality caffeine that keeps them focused pre-race or during training off the track.

SACRED IS A BRAND OF QUALITY DELIVERED IN STYLE.
SHOWING A PASSION FOR WHAT WE DO AND STAYING FOCUSED ON WHAT WE AIM TO ACHIEVE.

ADOPTING ALL NEW STANDARDS OF THE POST COVID-19 PANDEMIC ENSURING COMPLIANCE WITH GLOBAL STANDARDS.

SACRED ® is a registered trademark. © 2021

* T&Cs apply

#COFFEEOFMOTORSPORT

Sacred_Cafe SacredSportSacredCafewww.sacredpod.com SacredCafeLondon

O F F I C I A L  C O F F E E

SPECIAL OFFER
Use MSPORT15 for 15% OFF*

Email info@sacredcafe.com for 
wholesale supply of race teams.

http://sacredpod.com
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MOTORSPORT UK IS SEEKING 
NEW MEMBERS FOR ITS 
COMMITTEES IN 2022
As motorsport’s national governing body, recognised by the 
FIA as the official ASN for the UK, Motorsport UK is charged 
with the management and development of the sport in a 
safe and fair manner, allowing many thousands of people 
to enjoy the sport fully. At the heart of its governance lies 
the committee structure designed to ensure that there is a 
balanced development of ideas and proposals.

Motorsport UK’s committees are made up of motorsport 
enthusiasts and professionals, drawn from clubs, teams, 
manufacturers, competitors and officials – in fact the widest 

possible cross section of our sport. They all kindly give 
their time and energy to help ensure we have a safer, better 
managed sport, with fair play at its heart. In total over 
250 people sit on the wide diversity of committees, sub-
committees and advisory groups.

Every year we invite applications to join this community, 
as some members retire and we seek fresh thinking and 
perspectives. If you would like to get involved in creating 
the future of motorsport and feel you could contribute your 
experience, please get in touch.

DISCIPLINE SPORT  
COMMITTEES

SPECIALIST 
COMMITTEES APPLICATION

	� Autotest Committee
	� Cross Country Committee
	� Historic Committee
	� Kart Committee
	� Race Committee
	� Rallies Committee
	� Speed Events Committee including:

	− Autocross & Rallycross Sub Committee
	− Dragster Sub Committee
	− Sprint & Hill Climb Sub Committee

	� Trials Committee
	� Volunteer Officials' Committee including:

	− Clerks' & Stewards' Advisory Group
	− Marshals' Advisory Group
	− Training Advisory Group

	� Judicial Committee
	� Kart Technical Advisory Group
	� Medical Committee
	� Medical Advisory Group
	� Safety Committee
	� Rescue & Recovery Advisory Group
	� Technical Committee
	� Timekeeping Advisory Group

Please e-mail your motorsport 
CV along with a letter 
explaining why you feel you 
can contribute to the future 
development of motorsport 
to: committeeinterest@
motorsportuk.org by Friday 
2nd July. Please state which 
committee you are applying for.

The Nominations and 
Appointments Committee will 
review all applications received 
and submit recommendations 
to the Motorsport UK Board for 
approval. New members will be 
informed of their appointments 
in September.

NEW COMMITTEES

	� Equality, Diversity & Inclusion 
Committee

	� Sustainability Committee
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Bicester Hotel, Golf and Spa
Bicester Hotel, Golf and Spa is a stunning 4-star resort set 
in the rural countryside of Oxfordshire offering two state 
of the art gyms, indoor swimming pool, hydro spa, Elemis 
Spa, floodlit tennis courts, outdoor swimming lake, outdoor 
assault course and over 65 fitness classes every week.

Motorsport UK members receive a 20% discount off 
all health club membership packages and 15% off an 
overnight stay at the resort when booking direct (terms 
and conditions apply).

MOTORSPORT UK ANNOUNCES  
NEW MEMBER BENEFIT PARTNERS

Zamp Helmets
Zamp Helmets are one of the fastest-growing brands in 
motorsport. Born out of a demand for high quality yet 
reasonably priced motorsport equipment, Zamp offers 
a range of motorsport and karting helmets that boast 
incredible quality at a very competitive price with cutting 
edge design. 

Motorsport UK members can save 10% on all purchases.

The Intercooler
Motorsport UK has partnered with The Intercooler, 
the first digital car magazine of its type. Founded by 
car journalists Dan Prosser and Andrew Frankel, The 
Intercooler is an ad-free automotive subscription app – 
and Motorsport UK members are invited to subscribe at a 
heavily discounted rate.

For more information or to access these discount codes, simply log in to your  
Motorsport UK membership portal at: members.motorsportuk.org 

NEW Member Benefit

NEW Member Benefit

NEW Member Benefit



BRITISH CROSS COUNTRY JOINS MOTORSPORT’S 
RETURN TO THE FOREST TRIAL
Two test events will facilitate the preparation of supplementary insight and guidance

Following the announcement last 
month that motorsport competition is 
returning to the Forestry England estate, 
Motorsport UK has confirmed that a 
second event will form part of the test 
event weekend, with a round of the 
British Cross Country Championship set 
to be held on 25th-26th September.

As a result of ongoing consultation 
between Forestry England and the 
governing body for UK motorsport, the 
British Cross Country Championship 

will now be able to host a round of the 
series in the Kielder Forest on the same 
weekend as the Trackrod Rally takes 
place as a test event in Yorkshire.

The two-day event will also be used 
to test Forestry England’s capacity for 
restarting large scale events – this time 
in the northern region of the country. 
This will facilitate the development 
of any supplementary guidance in 
preparation for other events accessing 
the forests shortly afterwards.

Motorsport UK CEO, Hugh Chambers, 
commented: “We are grateful for the 
continued dialogue and support of 
Forestry England, and delighted to 
see another of our disciplines return 
to the forestry estate. Together with 
the Trackrod Rally, we will be able to 
gather valuable insight from these two 
test events and help shape any future 
guidelines and protocols across our 
disciplines."

JOHN WRIGLEY 
Motorsport UK would like to pay tribute to John Wrigley, 
who sadly passed away following an accident at Darley 
Moor Circuit on Monday 3rd May.  

John was a much-loved member of the superkart 
fraternity. He returned to kart racing in 2015 and was a 
staunch supporter of all superkarting events, enjoying 
the camaraderie of the 450 ‘Happy Gang’ who loved the 
competition on track and the social scene away from it. 

John was leading the 2021 450 National championship 
class and was due to contest the upcoming Motorsport UK 
British Superkart Championship this season.  

John will be fondly remembered driving the number ‘54’ 
Anderson at circuits up and down the country. Our thoughts 
are with his family, friends and fellow competitors. 
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https://www.demon-tweeks.com/uk/section/motorsport/?utm_source=revolution_magazine&utm_medium=advert


BTCC BACK ON THE GRID
2021 season comprises 30 races across ten events at eight venues 
around the UK
The 2021 Kwik Fit British Touring Car Championship (BTCC) 
was officially presented at Silverstone on 22nd April, as a 
capacity grid took to the famous circuit during the annual 
season launch event.

The championship gets underway at Thruxton on 8th-9th 
May with a stellar line-up of proven contenders, young 
challengers and returning champions battling it out in racing 
versions of familiar road cars from eight different marques. 
Although the first event of the season is set to take place 
behind closed doors, spectators are able to return trackside  
from June onwards.

The scene is set for another sensational season, with reigning  
champion Ash Sutton heading the 29-driver grid, chased  
by a host of legendary names including Jason Plato (back after 
a one-year break), triple-champion Gordon Shedden returning 
from a three-year sabbatical, and Colin Turkington will be out 
for that fifth drivers’ title having been denied last year.

It is not just the glittering list of former champions that will 
be considered contenders, as a number of young chargers 

have been fighting at the front for several years including 
former championship runner-up Tom Ingram who has 
swapped Toyota for Hyundai machinery and Rory Butcher who 
has taken the vacant seat at Toyota Gazoo Racing UK. 

Fresh from contesting three rounds at the end of the 2020 
season, Jade Edwards joins BTC Racing and becomes the first 
full-time female BTCC driver since 2007.

Alan Gow, BTCC Chief Executive, said: “It’s always an exciting 
and proud day when we officially present our packed grid of 
cars and stars at our annual Season Launch event.

“To display such a high-quality capacity field – despite all the 
challenges faced over the last 12 months – is testament to 
the huge enthusiasm, determination and professionalism of 
everyone involved.”

Fans unable to follow the action trackside can benefit from 
the extensive live, free-to-air UK coverage on ITV4, as well as 
multiple platform live-streaming and catch-up options.

For more information visit: btcc.net 
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FORMULA E CONFIRMS 
LONDON DOUBLE-HEADER
ExCeL London to host rounds 12 and 13 of the 2020/21 ABB FIA Formula E  
World Championship

The full Season 7 calendar has been revealed and is set to host more races than ever before in a single season, 
comprising 15 races in eight cities, covering three continents.

The final set of races to be announced includes the Puebla E-Prix in Mexico on 19th-20th June, while New York 
City will play host to rounds 10 and 11 set against the Manhattan skyline on 10th-11th July. Formula E then 
returns to Europe for the London E-Prix using a unique indoor/outdoor track at the ExCeL London on 24th-
25th July for a double-header event, before heading to Berlin for the season finale double-header on 14th-
15th August.

All calendar updates depend on travel restrictions, as well as local government protocols, and are subject to 
the approval of the FIA World Motor Sport Council.

2020/21 ABB FIA Formula E World Championship

	� Diriyah, Saudi Arabia 26th February 2021
	� Diriyah, Saudi Arabia 27th February 2021
	� Rome, Italy 10th April 2021
	� Rome, Italy 11th April 2021
	� Valencia, Spain 24th April 2021
	� Valencia, Spain 25th April 2021
	� Monaco, Monaco 8th May 2021
	� Puebla*, Mexico 19th June 2021

	� Puebla*, Mexico 20th June 2021
	� New York City, USA 10th July 2021
	� New York City, USA 11th July 2021
	� London*, UK 24th July 2021
	� London*, UK 25th July 2021
	� Berlin, Germany 14th August 2021
	� Berlin, Germany 15th August 2021 
*Subject to circuit homologation
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EXPANSION PLANS FOR DONINGTON PARK
Car preparation and storage complex will complement existing circuit facilities

MotorSport Vision has announced plans to enhance 
Donington Park circuit with the acquisition of the  
Donington Hall Estate.

Hastings House will be transformed into Donington Hall 
Motorhouse with restoration, maintenance and storage for 
supercars, classics and racing machines, while Donington 

Hall will be developed into a 40-bedroom hotel which is 
planned to open for the 2023 season.

Owners will be able to arrive at the hotel to find their chosen 
car ready to run, with direct access to the circuit from the 
hotel grounds. This will also mean that post-race ceremonies 
and presentations can be held in front of the Hall.

Photos: MSV

http://www.motordrive.com


APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR THE 
ENHANCED DIPLOMA IN SPORTING 
EXCELLENCE (DISE) COURSE 
Are you aged 16-18 and a future motorsport champion in the making?

Developed by the Motorsport UK Academy in collaboration 
with Loughborough College, the bespoke two-year sporting 
excellence and motor vehicle education course is designed 
to support talented drivers and co-drivers through both the 
sporting and academic pathway. 

This unique programme allows the flexibility to follow 
the education path of choice within motorsport, whilst 
simultaneously developing driving or co-driving skills. 
Developed from the government-funded Diploma in  
Sporting Excellence qualification, the course is combined  

with motorsport specific education to create a wholly 
exclusive syllabus, supporting individuals to become better 
athletes while also providing formal academic qualifications.

Recent graduates include Luke Browning (2020 British F4 
Champion), Sandy Mitchell (2020 British GT3 Champion) and 
Harry King (2020 Porsche Carrera Cup Champion). 

For further information on the course content, delivery and 
how to apply, visit: https://www.motorsportuk.org/the-sport/
motorsport-uk-academy/enhanced-dise
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GETTING SOCIALLY SAVVY
Motorsport UK’s Monthly Marketing Shows with ContentCal
With clubs needing to raise awareness of their activities and 
attract new members, particularly younger ones, social media 
is now one of the most effective ways of doing this. However, 
simply putting up posts on a Facebook page is not enough. 
To widen the reach, clubs need to use all the tools that are 
available, and the good news is that many of these are free. 

Motorsport UK engaged with ContentCal to deliver a series  
of webinars that guided clubs through the process of 
delivering successful social media to engage with existing  
and new audiences.  The series explained how to use the 
free tools available, set a social media strategy, plan content 
effectively and reach interested audiences that are currently 
outside of a club’s current engagement.

ContentCal is a content marketing planning tool that puts 
everything in one place to make creating, scheduling, and 
posting on social channels an easier process.

Representatives from 123 clubs attended the series of 5 
webinars with 70% of participants feeling that they are very  

or extremely likely to implement a social media marketing 
plan. 80% of clubs found the webinars very or extremely useful.

Positive feedback was received from many attendees. “Very 
interesting session. Although I’ve used FB for 12 years there 
was lots of good info about how it works in the background 
e.g. putting images into posts to prevent direct link previews,” 
said one typical submission in the post-event survey.  “These 
sessions are absolutely brilliant.  I’ve got no knowledge of this 
sector and the wealth of information is fantastic,” responded 
another.

Motorsport UK Director of Learning and Development, Sue 
Sanders, commented: “This webinar series has created a great 
resource for all clubs to learn from, thanks to Andy for sharing 
his knowledge and giving up his time to support clubs with 
their social media. We will be delivering more initiatives like 
this for clubs in the future.”

Catch up on the content and revisit the webinars at:  
www.motorsportuk.org/clubs-organisers/club-webinars
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MY FAVOURITE CORNER
Drivers share their favourite sections of British circuits  
and stages, with tips to help you drive them faster!

Goodwood/Church, Thruxton
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Name: Jade Edwards

Currently racing: Honda Civic Type R for 
BTC Racing in the Kwik Fit British Touring 
Car Championship

My favourite corner on a British race track 
is: “It’s actually two corners at Thruxton, 
and the section from Goodwood into 
Church - they’re the fastest corners we 
race on in BTCC.”

Why I love it: “I love circuits that are fast, 
and the more committed you are, the 
bigger the reward. Although it takes full 
commitment and you have to take a deep 
breath, looking back at your race seasons 
you remember the rounds at Thruxton 
because, if they go well or you get a 
result, it’s always more satisfying because 
you know you had to dig deep.”

How to drive it like a pro: “Shut your eyes 
and go full throttle! In all seriousness, the 
whole of Thruxton is high speed, so my 
tips are being smooth with your inputs as 
well as brave. The smoother you are, the 
faster you’ll go.” 

MY FAVOURITE CORNER



A special film released to celebrate the continued partnership 
between Alex Brundle and Adrian Flux has been described as a 
thing of beauty.

Thousands of people have watched the beautiful film shot at 
several of the UK’s greatest motorsport venues throughout 2020, 
as the modern racing driver explored the world of classic car 
racing while being sponsored by the insurance broker.

Brundle, a globally recognised British driver and motorsport 
commentator, gets behind the Lola T70, Jaguar D-type and 
Jaguar E-type before sharing his experiences in the cinematic 
16-minute piece. 

It has proved hugely popular on Adrian Flux’s social media 
channels with viewers on YouTube describing it as ‘beautiful’ and 
a ‘great video’, as well as hailing Brundle as a ‘class act’ who has a 
‘great future in classics’.

“This video documents the first ‘baby steps’ into an environment 
where really interesting people race incredible historic cars, very 
fast indeed,” said the 30-year-old driver.

“Alongside my day job in the world’s best modern sports car races, 
I’m excited to continue and I can’t wait for what the rest of 2021 
will bring. I am incredibly grateful for the chance to continue 
experiencing the cars and the respectful but fierce competition.

“I just love working with Adrian Flux’s tremendous media team 
to communicate my passion for racing in any era and connecting 
with people who share that passion with me through all their 
publications and media channels.”

Brundle completed his seventh Le Mans 24 Hours race and 
became European Le Mans Series vice champion for United 
Autosports last season. The son of ex-Formula 1 driver and highly 
acclaimed commentator Martin Brundle also got behind the mic 
for F1 TV where he covered the 2020 Formula 2 campaign.

The British endurance star’s experiences of his packed 2021 
calendar will form part of more planned content, social media 
takeovers and behind-the-scenes insights, and continues  
Adrian Flux’s ongoing desire to support motorsport and the 
classic car market.

Gerry Bucke, Adrian Flux general manager, said: “It was great 
working with Alex throughout 2020 even if it was a very 
different year to the one we’d expected.

“He’s not only a fantastic driver but he’s so knowledgeable about 
his audience and content creation that we managed to put 
out some really engaging pieces across a variety of platforms. 
This film is the icing on the cake and we’re sure it’ll interest 
motorsport fans as well as lovers of classic cars.

“Alex represents himself, his family name and the brand so well 
and it’s a nice little touch that he’s doing that having grown up 
so close to our head office near King’s Lynn.”

You can watch the video HERE on Adrian Flux’s YouTube channel.

Do you love being on a track as much as Alex Brundle does? 
Don’t let insurance get in the way if you do. To find out more 
about Adrian Flux’s track day cover visit: www.adrianflux.co.uk/
motorsport/policies/track-day-insurance

BRUNDLE FILM  
HAILED A CLASSIC

ADVERTORIAL
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As motorsport gets back on track following the easing of 
restrictions, this is a great opportunity for anyone who has 
ever dreamed of competing at grassroots level to take the 
plunge. And it could not be easier.

In 2019, Motorsport UK simplified the competition licencing 
structure with a view to encouraging participation. These 
changes opened the door to many who were, perhaps, 
previously too bamboozled by the different options to get 
involved. The aim was to make motorsport as accessible as 
possible for everyone, with plenty of entry points and a huge 
range of levels at which to compete.

The thrill of competition, combined with the joy of meeting 
like-minded members, is what makes participation in 
motorsport events so popular and, as the old adage goes, it 
is not the winning, but the taking part that counts. Well, for 
some, at least.

The point is that you do not need to aspire to be the next 
superstar driver to get a taste of the action. Whether you 
are a young rookie taking the first step on the ladder, an 
experienced hand looking to expand your involvement, or 
you just fancy a spin behind the wheel, an RS licence could 
be just the ticket. 

LICENCES  
TO THRILL

“You do not need to aspire to be 
the next superstar driver to get 
a taste of the action”
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The ‘Rally and Speed’ RS licences open the door to a range of 
motorsport disciplines. Will Gray explores how to get one and 
the wide-reaching opportunities they offer



COVER STORYCOVER STORY
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orris Photography
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A RANGE OF CATEGORIES
The selection of motorsport on offer to anyone who holds 
an RS Inter Club or National licence is immense. A wide 
variety of disciplines are covered, with events taking place 
across the UK throughout the year. We have provided 
a summary here, but visit: www.motorsportuk.org/get-
started/types-of-motor-sport for further information.

	Î Autotests and AutoSolos
One of the most accessible forms of motorsport, 
participants can use their own road car and do not 
even need a crash helmet and race suit to take part. 
These slow-speed events run on car parks or flat fields 
and are all about car control, but they are far from 
pedestrian. At Inter Club level, you need to get the  
hang of handbrake turns and J-turns to get round. 
AutoSolos are a very popular form of Autotest for  
road-legal cars and tend to include much easier 
challenges, ideal for beginners.

	Î Trials 
Another easy-access discipline, these hill climb events 
are about how far rather than how fast you can go. 
Drivers and passengers must do all they can to find 
the grip required to get as far as possible on a hillside 
course. There are three forms: Car Trials, Classic Trials and 
Sporting Trials which are for purpose-built machines.

	Î Rallying
This comes in a number of different formats, from 
navigational events around country roads to intense off-
road competitions. Navigation and Road Rallies, which 
include Targa, Historic and Endurance events, simply 
require a road-legal vehicle, two people and a map. Hill 
Rallies are a little more involved, while Stage Rallies 
require specially adapted vehicles and are for Stage 
Rally licence holders only. Drivers must be at least 17 
years of age, but navigators can be as young as 12.

	Î Cross Country
This 4x4 category combines hiking boots with racing 
helmets and has a wide range of sub-disciplines, such 
as Safaris, Time Trials, Team Recoveries and Challenge 
Events. Trials are a test of off-road driving with a course 
of gates and penalties for each one you hit, while Team 
Recovery events challenge teams of vehicles to get 
through a course by self-recovery or team effort, with 
the winner being the team that completes it in the 
shortest time.
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* Excludes RS Clubman licence holders.
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	Î Autocross and Clubcross
A good place to start for people looking to get their 
first taste of competitive motorsport, with racing taking 
place against the clock on a temporary 800-1200m 
grass or stubble field course. There are typically at least 
two timed runs, to allow for mistakes, and vehicles 
range from standard road cars to rally-spec cars and 
even modified ‘Specials’. All cars must be fitted with a 
fire extinguisher and mud flaps, while roll cages and 
harnesses are also recommended.

	Î Hill Climbs
This classic discipline has been part of British 
motorsport from day one, and involves driving quickly up 
a narrow asphalt hillside course, often little wider than 
the car itself. It can be done in standard road cars, with 
minor safety modifications, but requires drivers to wear 
overalls and a helmet. You can enter one-off events or 
championships.

	Î Sprints
This is all about high-speed control, with drivers taking 
turns to set a time around a lap of a race circuit or a 
point-to-point course. It is a very diverse discipline, with 
classes for vehicles ranging from near-standard road 
cars to F1-style single-seaters. Events are held on racing 
circuits or disused airfields all around the country.

	Î Drag Races
Two cars, two drivers, head-to-head over a quarter mile, 
it is as simple as that in one of the purest, loudest 
and fastest disciplines of all. The ‘Top Fuel’ legends of 
America are just the tip of the iceberg. You can pull up 
in your standard road car to get started, and if you like it, 
there are more than two dozen classes to build towards, 
from modified cars to bespoke drag racers, all based on 
engine size, modifications and fuel type.

	Î Rallycross
This is a thrill-a-minute behind the wheel, with plenty 
of close, sideways, wheel-to-wheel action and cars often 
going four-abreast into a corner. There are plenty of events 
to get involved in, with three-minute races for up to eight 
cars on part-asphalt and part-gravel or loose surface 
circuits. There are many different classes, each of which 
will define the specification of vehicle you will need. 

	Î Hot Lap Challenge
Originating in Japan in the 1980s, introduced in the 
UK in the 2000s and a Motorsport UK sanctioned 
discipline since 2010, Hot Lap Challenge (formerly 
Time Attack) challenges drivers to set the quickest lap 
time, mostly with modified production cars. Entry-level 
classes provide a seamless transition from track days to 
competitive motorsport.

MEMBER BENEFITS
Aside from the competition opportunities that licences can 
open up and the connections and relationships they can 
allow you to build, being a Motorsport UK licence holder also 
comes with a wide range of added financial benefits, which 
many members use to help offset the cost of competition.

While one-off fees for many events are extremely reasonable 
and the cost of competing can often be kept to a minimum by 
selecting categories where standard road cars are accepted 
and minimal equipment is required, the added savings from 
partner discounts that can be gained as a result of the 
relatively small outlay on a licence can make a real difference.

For example, Motorsport UK competition licence holders* 
are entitled to Personal Accident Cover for up to five Track 
Days if notified to Motorsport UK in advance. Further benefits 
include money off GPS lap timers, data loggers, dash displays, 
onboard cameras and sensors with AiM Technologies; a 20% 
discount on national licence medicals from D4 Drivers; 20% 
off selected seats and accessories from Motordrive; a 15% 
discount on competition vehicle insurance from Reis; and 
7.5% off all Wera Tools’ ToolManiac online prices.

Motorsport UK’s Member Benefits programme focuses on 
providing members with a little extra help on all aspects of 
competition, from fuel to hotels, with a long list of exclusive 
discounts and offers from major retailers, automotive partners 
and travel firms offering savings on car tyres, tools, MOTs, parts, 
accessories, travel, motorsport merchandise and more. 

A full list of member benefits is available at:  
www.motorsportuk.org/about-us/partners/member-benefits

http://www.motorsportuk.org/about-us/partners/member-benefits/
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Isle of Man
Manx Auto Sport Autotest
Sunday 1st August
Isle of Man

PokerStars Rally (Stage Rally)
Friday 1st October 
Douglas

Channel Islands
Sand Race (Rallycross)
Saturday 10th July
Les Brayes, Jersey

Hill Climb
Monday 30th August
Bouley Bay, Jersey

Sprint
Monday 27th December
Five Mile Road, Jersey

Northern Ireland
Cairncastle Hillclimb
Friday 25th June
Cairncastle, Larne

Garron Point Hillclimb
Saturday 14th August
Ballymena, County Antrim

Tour of the Sperrins (Stage 
Rally)
Saturday 16th October
Swatragh/Draperstown

Loughgall Stages Rally
Saturday 21st October
Loughgall, County Armagh

Scotland
Forrestburn Speed Hillclimb
Saturday 12th June
Forrestburn Hillclimb,  
near Harthill

Summer Stages Rally
Saturday 12th June
Crail Airfield, Fife

AutoSolo/Autotest Training Day
Saturday 26th June
Ardeer, North Ayrshire

Arbroath Stages (Stage Rally)
Saturday 25th September
RM Condor, Arbroath

Wales
Lee Holland Memorial Rally 
Saturday 3rd July
Anglesey Race Circuit

British Cross Country 
Championship Round 4
Saturday 17th July
Sweet Lamb, Llanidloes

Old Forge Garage Mewla Rally
Saturday 28th/Sunday 29th 
August
Epynt Ranges

The Three Castles Trial 
Wednesday 1st September
Llandundo, Conwy County 
Borough Council

Visit Conwy Cambrian Rally
Saturday 30th October
Llandudno, Conwy County 
Borough Council

England
Jim Thomson Hillclimb
Sunday 6th June
Harewood, West Yorkshire

Yorkshire Wolds M.C. Targa
Sunday 6th June
Sledmere House, Yorkshire

Three Sisters Early Summer 
Sprint
Sunday 13th June
Three Sisters Circuit, Wigan

Wildlife Smeatharpe Stages 
(Stage Rally)
Sunday 13th June
Smeatharpe Airfield, Devon

Time Attack Championship 
Rounds 2 & 3  
(Super Hot Lap Challenge) 
Saturday 19th June 
Brands Hatch, Kent

Perranporth June Sprint
Saturday 19th June
Perranporth Airfield, Cornwall

Wolfstones Hill Climb
Friday 25th June
Holmfirth, West Yorkshire

Festival of Power (Drag)
Friday 25th June
Santa Pod Raceway, 
Bedfordshire

WSCC Blyton Park Sprint
Saturday 10th July
Blyton Park, Lincolnshire

Loton Park Speed Hill Climb
Sunday 11th July
Loton Park, Shropshire

North Lakes 4x4 Club Cross 
Country Trial
Sunday 18th July
Penrith

Eagle Sprint
Saturday 7th August
Goodwood Motor Circuit, West 
Sussex

Hills Ford Three Shires Stages
Saturday 4th September
Three Counties Showground, 
Malvern 

Watergate Sprint
Saturday 18th September
Watergate Bay, Cornwall

Saxon Express  
(Cross Country 4x4)
Friday 24th September
Bovington Training Area, 
Dorset

Motorsport UK British 
Rallycross Championship  
5 Nations Trophy presented  
by Cooper Tires
Saturday 6th November
Lydden Hill, Kent

The Challenger Stages  
(Stage Rally)
Sunday 14th November
Bovington Training Area, 
Dorset
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COMING EVENTS
As COVID-19 restrictions continue to ease, Motorsport UK 
has experienced a surge in applications from clubs and 
organisers who are eager to get events back up and running. 
Coupled with racing regulars who are champing at the bit to 
get back behind the wheel, places often go fast. 

If you want to get started, you should move swiftly to sign up 
for the appropriate licence, get your car prepped and ready, 

and search Motorsport UK’s ‘Find an Event’ listing  
to see what is happening in your local area available at: 
www.motorsportuk.org/events/find-events

To give you a taste of what is out there in the coming months, 
we have picked out a few highlights from the thousands of 
licensed events taking place through the summer and into 
the autumn.

http://www.motorsportuk.org/events/find-events/


 Information correct at time of publication. All events subject to Government restrictions in place at the time, please check with event organisers and local Government information.
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LICENCE TYPES AND HOW TO APPLY
Whatever form of motorsport you are interested in, if you 
are thinking of having a go, attend some meetings and chat 
with some of the competitors and organisers. If you then 
find yourself keen to participate, join a registered club and 
apply to Motorsport UK for the relevant licence.

The ‘RS Inter Club’ licence costs just £69, with no GP 
medical checks required and a simple online application 
for both first-time applicants and those renewing. The 
rallying version, the ‘RS Inter Club - Stage Rally’, is £99, with 
initial application via paper after completion of a British 
Association of Rally Schools (BARS) test and renewals 
available online.

The next level up, the ‘RS National’ licence, requires no GP 
medical and covers a variety of disciplines. Initial applications 
must be via the paper application form while renewals can 
be made online. The ‘RS National’ and ‘RS National – Drag’ 
licences cost £149, while the ‘RS National - Stage Rally’ costs 
£155 and the ‘RS National – Navigator’ is available for £99.

Applying for your licence is very straightforward. The  
initial and renewal application forms are available at:  
www.motorsportuk.org/competitors/competition-licences  
with online licences dispatched within 10 days.  The 
Membership Services team is available to answer queries  
in person on: 01753 765050.

https://www.motorsportuk.org/competitors/competition-licences/


LATESTNEWSCOMPETITION

WIN A FREE SUBSCRIPTION 
TO THE INTERCOOLER 
WORTH £49.99

To celebrate the launch of its ground-breaking digital car magazine, The Intercooler is offering 
Motorsport UK members the chance to win a free one-year subscription. There are five prizes to be won. 

The Intercooler is a new kind of car magazine. The world’s first ad-free automotive subscription app, it 
was founded by car journalists Dan Prosser and Andrew Frankel. Its world-class team of writers includes 
Henry Catchpole, Karun Chandhok, Colin Goodwin, Mel Nichols and more. 

With an unrivalled line-up of contributors, The Intercooler combines the most engaging stories about 
cars and motorsport with the most modern and convenient form of delivery. 

Find out more at: www.theintercooler.co.uk or @theintercooler on Instagram. 

HOW TO ENTER
To enter, just correctly answer this question: The Intercooler’s tagline is ‘Where the writer meets the road’,  
inspired by the title of a US racing driver’s autobiography. Who is the driver?

Send your answer and Motorsport UK membership number to: Revolution@motorsportuk.org by midnight 
on Monday 31st May with the subject line ‘The Intercooler’. The winner will be notified by email.

For full terms and conditions visit: www.motorsportuk.org/competition-terms-conditions
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CLICK HERE

Proud to be appointed
Official Fuel Provider to the
British Rally Championship

R5.1 R5.1R5.1

VP Racing Fuels knows a thing or two about rally fuel. Making technical advances year 
after year and working with some of the biggest names in the business, our scientists 
are dedicated to the art of “makin’ power!”. Now it’s time to bring VP’s expertise to the 
British Rally Championship in close co-operation with our UK importers, Old Hall 
Performance. We look forward to seeing you on the stages, and wish all BRC teams a 
safe and spectacular season.

Learn more about the full range of VP’s fuels and consumer products

https://www.oldhallperformance.com/vpracing
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In a nutshell, Superkarts are one of the most extreme forms 
of racing available on a Motorsport UK licence. This low-
cost, high-adrenaline discipline is often overlooked in the 
‘traditional’ pathway into circuit racing, with many drivers 
jumping directly from short-circuit karting to Formula Ford, 
Ginettas or similar, leapfrogging a sport that offers more 
performance-per-pound than pretty much anything else on 
four wheels. 

The name ‘Superkarting’ was introduced to the UK kart scene 
in 2012, previously it was known simply as ‘long-circuit karting’, 
which is officially classed as gearbox karts raced on circuits 
longer than 1,500 metres. They are powered by adapted 
motorbike engines or bespoke kart motors with gearboxes 
featuring up to six ratios, depending on class. Thanks to the 
aerodynamic bodywork, they look rather like mini Le Mans 
prototypes, with performance to back up the looks.

Ian Rushforth from British Superkart Racing Club outlines the 
sport’s origins. He has been involved in this scene since the 
very beginning, racing short-circuit initially in the 1960s until 
a more exciting opportunity presented itself to race on bigger 

tracks. “Long-circuit was pioneered by a guy called Sid Taylor 
from Lincolnshire, who began running events for gearbox 
karts as part of the Cadwell Car and Kart Club way back,” 
explains Ian. “Sid handed over the reins to John Shaw and the 
Cadwell Kart Club carried on for many years before stopping 
when John retired. Those meetings Sid ran were a must for 
me in my racing days.”

Ian continues, “I raced for quite some time and then took on 
secretary of the meeting duties and developed from there. I’m 
74 now and I started when I was 18.”  

Speed remains a major attraction. “The 250 Twin is the 
Formula One of the sport,” he says, “and they will do as much 
as 145mph.” 

If that sounds an exciting prospect with your backside 
skimming the track surface, the lap times are arguably even 
more impressive. For a sense of context, the Superkart lap 
record at Donington Park is 1:25.888, driven by Peter Elkmann 
in 2017. Compare that with the pole time of 1:26.548 for a 
McLaren 720S GT3 in British GT at the same track and you 
get a sense of how fast they really are. 
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Sustaining Britain’s position as a world leader in motorsport 
means equipping young people with the necessary skills and 
enthusiasm – Will Gray explores how that is happening

Many youngsters are inspired by the buzz of 
motorsport through racing go-karts at a friend’s 
birthday party, watching professionals in action 
trackside or tuning in on TV to see their heroes 
flat out in the pursuit of glory. 

The importance of nurturing that spark at all 
levels in the younger generation to sustain 
and build the future of the sport cannot be 
underestimated. Fortunately, there are many 
different ways children and young adults can 
play a part, whether building towards a full-time 
career or a lifetime hobby. Motorsport UK is 
increasingly focused on capturing and cultivating 
that passion through education, volunteering and 
competitive opportunities.

The diversity of motorsport opportunities 
is growing by the year. There are now many 
schemes that integrate motorsport into the 
school classroom at a young age, and various 
levels of formal further education from hands-
on apprenticeships to engineering courses 
based on STEM subjects of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths.  Additionally, there 
are numerous volunteering and competing 
opportunities all around the country. 

Here are a few of the possible entry routes.

EDUCATING 
AND INSPIRING 
FUTURE 
GENERATIONS
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F1 in Schools helps make STEM subjects fun, opening doors to motorsport jobs for students.

F1 in Schools
This simple concept is one of Formula One’s big success 
stories, with more than 26,000 schools now involved 
around the world. The STEM-based project has inspired 
many youngsters to take their first professional steps into 
motorsport at different levels in a range of disciplines.

The programme sets participants the task of manufacturing, 
testing and racing miniature compressed gas-powered F1 cars 
down a 20m track. Each year, more than one million students, 
aged 9-19, work in teams learning topics including design, 
project management and the use of CAD/CAM software.

Founder Andrew Denford, who set up the scheme in 1999, 
says: “F1 in Schools takes Formula One into the classroom, 
inspiring and creating new fans, delivering exciting STEM 
learning outcomes and signposting future careers.”

Greenpower Education Trust
This global charity challenge takes its vehicles to a larger 
scale, with teams of students challenged to construct and run 
a real electric racecar. Its Goblin, Formula 24 and Formula 24+ 
categories cover ages from 9-25.

Younger groups are provided with kit cars that take 
approximately 15 hours to build, while older participants 
can also build from a kit but are encouraged to design and 
manufacture their own machines to the regulations around a 
supplied battery and motor.

There are currently 700 teams in the UK taking part in more 
than 35 regional events, culminating in an international final 
every year. “Having Greenpower on my CV when I applied for 
university and placements really helped me stand out,” says 
former participant Nikki Jones. “The contacts I made also 
helped me to arrange my work placement during my degree.” 

Girls on Track UK
This is a collaboration between Motorsport UK and the FIA’s 
global initiative and aims to encourage more young women 
into the sport and to open eyes to the careers available. The  
scheme offers events for schools which include karting, pit-
stop challenges, media tutorials, practical STEM activities and 
fitness and wellbeing workshops. The programme also works 
closely with F1 in Schools. 

Later this year, virtual events will be launched for schools, 
with a focus on the Kwik Fit British Touring Car Championship. 
These will include activity handbooks full of lesson plans, 
resources, videos and photographs.

In addition, the Girls on Track UK community supports 3,900 
female members through discussions and live networking 
events with a range of community ambassadors and 
champions including young karters, engineering students, 
marshals, volunteers and individuals working in F1, providing 
the opportunity for girls and women to connect, support one 
another and build positive role models.

FEATURE
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Courses at Boston College include hands-on karting engineering.

Further education
For formal education beyond senior schools, around 20 
universities and colleges across the UK now offer courses 
related to motorsport.

Among these, the National College for Motorsport (NCM) 
at Silverstone provides a race technician course. Students 
experience an intensely practical syllabus, delivered by former 
professional race mechanics, learning about current race 
vehicle preparation techniques. Luke, who studied in 2010 
and is now working with Hitech GP as Number 1 Mechanic, 
says: “As a kid, I loved motorsport and I wanted to be a Race 
Mechanic my whole life. I had an amazing experience (at the 
NCM). I was an average school student and the lecturers used 
their experience to drive me on.”

Boston College has three levels of Diploma, their courses 
building on the college’s presence at PFI, the UK’s largest 
karting circuit, and including hands-on karting engineering. 
Head of Projects Richard Chambers says: “People often don’t 
understand the power of engagement that motorsport has. 

It helps widen eyes to STEM and the massive opportunities 
around that and re-engages some of those in education that 
haven’t done as well as they should to get back on track.”

BSc or MSc courses in motorsport are offered by a number of 
universities including the online National Motorsport Academy 
(NMA) and the National Centre for Motorsport Engineering 
(NCME) at the University of Bolton. 

NCME Director Dr Mark Busfield believes it is just as 
important for university courses to have a practical presence, 
blended with the core educational elements. He adds: “Our 
curriculum is specifically written to have the requirements 
for a motorsport engineer, with all aspects of understanding 
the regulations, design, materials, manufacture, assembly 
and performance evaluation and developments. Many of our 
industry advisors say they get a host of graduates applying 
for a position with a degree but no experience, so we try to 
encourage our students into the workshop. If they understand 
the manufacturing process and the difficulties, they can 
consider that when they are doing design and engineering.”

FEATURE
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Diploma in Sporting Excellence (DiSE)
For those who dream of success on track, this two-year 
course at Loughborough College, backed by Sport England, 
supports talented drivers and co-drivers aged 16-18 who are 
competing regularly in their chosen discipline and show the 
potential to progress to elite level. 

It incorporates education in business and vehicle technology 
subjects as well as workshops covering a wide scope of 
relevant topics including psychology, nutrition, sponsorship, 
communications, career management, coaching, simulator 
development and industry insight.

Crucially, the course elements, which are equivalent to three 
A-Levels of study and UCAS points, are designed to cope with 
time away for testing and travel around race weekends, so 
individuals can blend study with on-track development, leading 
to a diverse range of progression routes once graduated.

“The DiSE course ensures athletes are fully equipped with the 
tools, skills, and right support to enable them to unlock their 
full potential,” explains Katie Baldwin, Competitors Pathway 
Manager, Motorsport UK. “It allows for athletes to realise their 
potential and understand what is required at the next level, 
what it takes, and how to achieve this.”

Motorsport UK is currently recruiting for this scheme. Head to 
the website for more information:  
www.motorsportuk.org/the-sport/motorsport-uk-academy/
enhanced-dise 

 
 
 

Student racing
There is no better way to learn the highs and lows of 
motorsport than through competition, and there are plenty of 
ways for youngsters to get involved, whether that is behind the 
wheel or wielding a spanner.

The British University Karting Championship (BUKC) runs two 
levels of championship for teams of students from faculties all 
across the country.  While most budding superstars have been 
discovered by this age, it offers a forum for students to meet, 
compete and talk motorsport.

“University can be a great time to get into motorsport,” says 
Ed Tansley, president of Oxford University Motor Drivers' Club 
(OUMDC). “The BUKC offers a cost-effective chance to step into 
the driving seat and, for those new to karting, it offers days to 
get up to speed and earn a racing licence.”

Some educational facilities even enter club motorsport 
categories themselves, giving students the opportunity to hone 
their engineering skills. The West College Scotland Motorsport 
Academy, for example, engineered a car to a podium in the 
SMRC [Citroën] C1 Cup last year, while Bolton University’s 
motor club worked with Albatec to win the BRX with Mark 
Higgins in 2018.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEATURE

Formula Student is Europe’s most established educational engineering competition.

http://www.motorsportuk.org/the-sport/motorsport-uk-academy/enhanced-dise/
http://www.motorsportuk.org/the-sport/motorsport-uk-academy/enhanced-dise/
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Formula Student
Billed as the testing ground for future engineers, Formula 
Student started challenging university undergraduates to design 
and build their own racing cars in the late 1990s. It is now 
Europe's most established educational engineering competition.

The project typically forms part of a degree-level course and 
combines the wide range of disciplines required of a typical 
engineering team, from specialist areas such as composites 
and suspension geometry to the operational elements of 
business planning and project management. Each year, more 
than 100 university teams from around the globe travel to 
Silverstone to compete in static and dynamic events as their 
machines are put to the test.

The programme has borne many top engineers in F1 
and across all genres. “What I find most appealing is the 
innovation that it encourages, as the competition rules  
give the entrants a lot of design freedom,” says Ross Brawn, 
in his role as patron. “Having worked my way up, I appreciate 
that to develop a good grounding in engineering, practical 
experience is essential. Formula Student combines hands-on 
practical applications with students’ academic studies and 
also gives experience in budgeting, project management  
and teamwork.”

Apprenticeships
The motorsport industry has many levels and this can present 
vast opportunities for those wanting to take their first step on 
the ladder to success. While those rare placements at the top 
level are hotly contested, there is a wealth of exceptional talent 
throughout the sport from which to learn.

Many companies in the motorsport supply chain offer 
apprenticeships, while teams racing in national and even club 
categories can be great places to get a foot in the door. 

For those who prefer a bygone era, the Heritage Skills Academy 
provides dedicated training and education for the next 
generation of world-class heritage engineers, through a range 
of industry-sponsored apprenticeships.

Based in a state-of-the-art coachbuilding and trim facility 
at Bicester Heritage, it is run by a team of experienced 
restoration experts. It teaches a broad range of skills across 
the engineering spectrum, all of which are relevant for future 
careers in the road and racing sectors, both modern and classic.

Volunteering and grassroots
Last but no means least, volunteering at events is the perfect 
way to get a deeper understanding of all the elements that go 
into making motorsport happen. It also helps individuals to 
strengthen their CVs and develop connections that can help 
build a career.

With more than 5,000 UK motorsport events taking place each 
year, there are many different opportunities. From marshalling 
and scrutineering to timekeepers and organisational roles, 
there is something for everyone with a passion for the sport.

The easiest way in is to find a local club and get in touch. Some 
9,500 people are already registered with Motorsport UK to 
support the safe and effective running of events, and there is 
plenty of room for more.

To find your local club, visit: https://www.motorsportuk.org/
clubs-organisers/find-clubs/

FEATURE

Learning how to 
prepare classic cars 
at the Heritage 
Skills Academy.
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From grassroots to grand prix 
Protection at every turn with specialist motorsports 
insurance and risk management. 

For advice on managing your 
motorsport risks, talk to us: 
E: Karen_Ellis@ajg.com 
T: 0800 138 7535

https://www.ajg.com/uk/sports/motorsport-insurance/
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Motorsport UK approves regulations to enable petrol and electric vehicles to take each 
other on in head-to-head competition
This year will mark an historic first for Motorsport 
UK after the approval for electrified vehicles (EV) and 
internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles to go head- 
to-head in the same event.

Motorsport UK has led the way in the support of 
electric racing as part of its focus on creating a 
sustainable future for the sport. Last year it became the 
first motorsport National Governing Body to develop 
and publish EV technical and safety regulations. The 
framework and associated regulations were developed 
by Motorsport UK, its Technical Committee and a range 
of industry experts. 

The regulations cater for all types of EV, including 
hybrid and full battery electric, and have allowed 
the governing body to embrace future categories of 
motorsport competition.

At a grassroots level, the EV regulations allow a 
standard production electrified vehicle to compete 
unmodified in disciplines that allow standard road cars, 
for example Sprint and Hill Climb Road Car Categories, 
or Autotests and AutoSolos. The regulations also cater 
for modified production and bespoke competition 
electrified vehicles, while discipline-specific Sporting 
Regulations will determine which categories of EV can 
compete in which disciplines.

GREEN LIGHT FOR 
COMPETITORS LOOKING 
TO JOIN THE ELECTRIC 
REVOLUTION

INSIDE HQ
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However, the coming years will inevitably require time for 
new series to be established and the depth and breadth 
of electric racing will not be developed overnight. As a 
result, Motorsport UK has progressed the development of 
a combined EV/ICE vehicle grid concept that will enable 
the two forms of power delivery to be combined together 
at the same event. This is already being used in several 
European countries including Germany, Austria and 
Norway, but will be new to the UK this year.

Motorsport UK has approved the inclusion of EVs in the 
British Rallycross regulations, meaning that the 2021 
Motorsport UK British Rallycross Championship 5 Nations 
Trophy Presented by Cooper Tires will become the first 
UK series to embrace electric and conventional powered 
vehicles competing together.  

This has been made possible by utilising the STARD ERX™ 
powertrain, as previously seen in the World RX Projekt 
E Championship. The STARD cars are the first EVs to 
have been inspected for, and issued with, Motorsport UK 
Electrified Vehicle Passports. 

The growth of EVs involved in racing brings positive 

change, but it is also associated with a whole new level 
of complexity. The nature of these vehicles require those 
working on events to have expertise in handling their 
standard operation, as well as their recovery and rescue. 
For their integration to progress, training and experience 
around these vehicles is essential. Accordingly, part of the 
stipulations related to the issuing of EV Passports is the 
requirement for the manufacturer to provide specialist 
training to event officials and the obligation to have their 
specialists on-site assisting the event rescue/recovery crews.

This type of innovation is crucial to steer motorsport into 
the future and the technical and sporting teams will be 
watching closely to see how the combined grid works out 
and to understand how similar ideas could be used in other 
disciplines in the coming years.

INSIDEHQ
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"This type of innovation is crucial 
to steer motorsport into the 
future and the technical and 
sporting teams will be watching 
closely to see how the combined 
grid works out"
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Bicester Hotel and Spa is a four-star resort, set among beautiful acres of Oxfordshire countryside. With 52 spacious rooms and

suites, this family owned estate is surrounded by quaint gardens and a glorious 18-hole Golf Course offering a backdrop of the

most magnificent rural views.

Our unique Bar Nineteen with idyllic lake-side views from our rooftop terrace, offers an extensive new bar menu with a lively

sports feel, while the Portrait Lounge is perfect for a more casual dining experience.

When the time comes to relax, the resort offers a full-service health club with a gym, tennis courts, hydro spa and a 20-metre

indoor pool. You can even relax with a holistic treatment at our Elemis spa. 

The new Performance Centre includes an Assault Course, Performance Gym and a 200m outdoor Swimming Lake with paddle

boarding sessions available.

The resort is the perfect location for both business and leisure stays, close to the M40 with direct train links to both Oxford and

London and the world famous shopping destination, Bicester Village just a five-minute drive away.

A  beautiful  resort  set  in  the  Oxfordshire  countryside

Bicester Hotel has 2 state of the art gyms, outdoor swimming lake, assault

course, indoor swimming pool and spa plus a huge variety of fitness classes.

To celebrate our new partnership with Motorsport UK, we are offering anyone with a Motorsport UK membership 20%

off our new health club membership packages, and 15% off any overnight stays when booking with our hotel direct.

(terms & conditions apply)

For membership enquiries please email memberships@bicesterhgs.com or for reservations please email

reservations@bicesterhgs.com, alternatively you can call us directly on 01869 241204. 
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Electrifying rallying
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From private competitor and factory driver to team owner and company boss representing 
Ford’s rally presence at all levels of the sport, it is fair to say that Malcolm Wilson and M-Sport 
have achieved a lot over the years. There has, of course, been success on the track, too, 
building and running cars for Bentley’s GT3 programme and doing the same for Jaguar’s one-
make electrified I-Pace eTROPHY, which ran in support of Formula E. This latter experience 
will help inform the next step in the company’s evolution, and that of the sport in general, as 
environmental sustainability becomes an ever-greater consideration for the manufacturers 
participating in it. This goes beyond the hybrid systems M-Sport is creating for rallying and 
the Kwik Fit British Touring Car Championship (BTCC) and into broader themes of how a 
British-based firm like M-Sport can contribute to the wider success of the motorsport industry 
and investment in skills, technology and people to futureproof it through a period of technical 
upheaval. Wilson tells us more about what electrification and hybridisation mean to both the 
sport and the industry in which he has made his name, and the opportunities it represents for 
sustaining the UK’s global position as a centre of motorsport expertise.

It was only going to be by having some form of 
hybridisation in the World Rally Championship 
(WRC) that Ford was going to continue to invest 

at the level we’re at, and with the way they and all 
manufacturers are moving to full electrification it was 
essential we got hybrids into WRC. That will no doubt 
follow down through the other categories in the future 
but it’s a big learning curve for M-Sport. Obviously, we 
have experience of electrification through Jaguar’s one-
make race series but the rally environment brings up 
completely new challenges. 

I’d like to think because we’re agile as a company 
that will play in our favour, as it did when the new 
generation of World Rally Cars came in 2017 - we’ve 
always developed winning cars out of the box but I 
have to say that without the back-up and resource 
of Ford in the US it would have been a completely 
different story. With technology like this we don’t have 
the same resources as the other manufacturer teams, so 
it’s crucial to have that link with an Original Equipment 
Manufacturer (OEM) to optimise the hybrid system. 

In terms of what it means for the WRC with new hybrid 
technology, honestly, it’s a game changer, it’s going to be 
a new dimension for everyone. From the early feedback 
we’re getting, and the opportunities through regulations 
set by the FIA, it’s going to mean a lot of pressure on 
the driver to maximise and optimise when they deploy 
the hybrid system because we’re looking at a significant 
increase in power for a certain period of time. If you’re 
not deploying and re-generating at the right moment, 

you’re not going to get results, and you will need 
intelligent driver and co-driver combinations with a lot 
more emphasis on how they recce the stages to identify 
the best opportunities to use the hybrid power.  

The drivers are, of course, currently prioritising the 
results they need to get this year, but at some point 
they will be involved from the testing side. There will 
be a lot to learn, but we’re also working very closely 
with Ford in the US – they have a hybrid unit there and 
we’re doing a lot of simulation and modelling to get 
the best results out of it. 

Working on the Jaguar I-Pace eTROPHY was a great 
first step for us into electrification. What I immediately 
picked up on were the implications and consequences 
from the safety side, managing that and making sure 
we had all the right disciplines in place. That was the 
most important thing we learned because, no question, 
electrification is here, and is here to stay. 

Whether all disciplines can be 100 per cent electrified 
is yet to be seen. Of course, we’re doing the base 
internal combustion engine (ICE) for BTCC from 2022 
onwards and working with Cosworth with its hybrid 
system, so the fact we’re involved with different 
projects hopefully puts us and the wider industry in a 
good position for whatever else is coming. 

Sadly, like everyone, we’ve all been through a very 
difficult time so it’s not the perfect scenario. We’re very 
fortunate that we’ve been able to retain the brainpower 
in the engineering and design team we’ve had for many
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years, so we’re pretty much up to speed. I just hope business 
starts to pick up and we can look to recruit more young 
engineers and apprentices. 

In that sense, for young people, I think hybrids and 
electrification present tremendous possibilities from the 
technology side. Given the speed it’s happening, there’s a 
great opportunity for the younger generation (coming from 
a STEM education) to get involved, given there’s no question 
that electrification is going to play a major role in both 
motorsport and the wider automotive industry. 

Personally, I’m more involved with developing young drivers 
but, from the engineering perspective, I have people in the 
organisation doing similar on their side. This is an important 
part of what we do - it’s always been an ambition of mine 
to create this ladder of opportunity through rally from the 
lowest categories all the way up to the next generation of 
World Rally Car. We’re the only manufacturer that has that, 
meaning an up-and-coming driver knows if they start their 
career in a Ford, they can go all the way to the top.  

That structure means we can apply that same mindset with 
engineers, designers and technicians of course. We can bring 
people through the lower categories, see them develop and, 
at that point, you can very quickly see who can go up to 
the next level, and that’s something we will continue to do 
throughout the company. It’s important from the perspective 
of a local employer up here in Cumbria too – obviously, the 
type of specialist jobs we have brings in people from all over, 
but it’s probably something like 50 to 60 per cent locally 
recruited staff, and that trend is increasing. 

Sustainability takes many different forms, but from the  
point of view of jobs and the industry, a bigger percentage  
of the 2022 car is built in collaboration with UK companies.  
A lot of that is probably due to Brexit making it more  
difficult to deal with companies outside the UK, so more  
of our work will be with locally-based businesses. There  
are other difficulties but, going forward, I think in terms  

of engineering and design the resources we have here in the 
UK put us in a very strong position.

Looking further ahead we’re already anticipating hybrids 
at other levels within rally and looking two or three years 
down the line to the Rally2 category but we need to fix some 
technical classifications. At the moment I think everyone is 
just looking forward to getting back to doing motorsport, so 
from a customer point of view it’s not a priority - they just 
want to be competing with the current product they’ve got. 
There are a lot of private people doing it for enjoyment and 
they’re not going to get any more fun out of driving a hybrid, 
but everyone understands it’s something we need to be going 
down the route of eventually.

Because the technology is moving so fast I think we will  
need a little time to reflect. The big thing we are looking at 
with the FIA – and we all need to be mindful of – is costs. For 
privateers, we certainly can’t be looking at anything like  
the expense encountered on the Rally1 car, so we need  
to be looking at systems on production cars. As such, I think  
it’s worth waiting to see what the OEMs come up with, see 
what the best systems are, the most cost-effective systems, 
the most efficient systems and how they evolve over the  
next two to three years. 

In terms of fully electric, I’d say you can’t dismiss anything 
at the moment, but I can’t see how it would work within 
rallying as we currently know it. We may have to be prepared 
to consider changes to how we hold events, maybe more 
based in cities like Formula E with stages just outside towns. 
It would mean a complete change of face but, at the moment 
with the FIA, we’re looking more at what can be done 
with synthetic fuels because, as I say, I don’t believe every 
motorsport discipline can necessarily go 100 per cent electric. 
There are some where it can work – Rallycross is a perfect 
platform for instance – but for now hybrids are an important 
first step into making the sport more 
sustainable and using it as a platform 
for road car manufacturers to get that 
message to their customers. 
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May Trial, Trisant Quarry, 16th May

​The Mid Wales Four Wheel Drive Club is heading into 
the quarry to run a Trial event focused on fun, following 
the announcement from the Welsh Government that 
organised events of up to 30 people can now be held. 
The club holds events at sites throughout Powys, 
Herefordshire and Ceredigion and runs several classes of 
vehicle in competition, ranging from standard through 
to purpose-built fully modified vehicles. No spectators 
will be allowed at this event, which will run on a course 
recently set up by organisers. The club’s last event was at 
Cwmergr in November, as the planned event at Trisant in 
December was cancelled. For more information, visit the 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/midwales4x4

WHAT’S ON
A selection of confirmed championships and events for 2021

D
an Bathie

Information correct at time of publication, all events subject to Government restrictions in place at the time, please check with event organisers and local Government information 
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Sand Race, Les Brayes, 15th May 

This wild event on a beautiful sand beach is run 
by the Jersey Motor Cycle and Light Car Club and 
will feature cars from standard production to 
purpose-built racing machines along with several 
different classes of motorbikes. Spectators will 
be permitted to view in socially distanced crowds 
on the sea wall, although no access is allowed on 
the beach. For more information, visit  
www.jerseymotorsport.com

Motorsport UK British Rallycross Championship 
5 Nations Trophy presented by Cooper Tires

The 2021 5 Nations British Rallycross Championship 
will kick off at the end of May with a double-header at 
Lydden Hill, with the much-loved Kent circuit hosting 
round one on Saturday 29th May and round two on bank 
holiday Monday 31st May. The one mile, mixed surface 
venue was the location of the first ever Rallycross 
event back in 1967 and, being a natural amphitheatre, 
offers supreme views of the whole circuit.  For more 
information, visit: www.lyddenhill.co.uk

http://www.facebook.com/midwales4x4
http://www.jerseymotorsport.uk


STP Springspeed Nationals,  
Santa Pod Raceway, 22nd-23rd May 

Last year, Santa Pod became a COVID-19 
secure venue and successfully operated 
several events, accommodating full Drag 
Racing track action with grandstand 
viewing together with a range of exhibition 
vehicles, show car displays, catering and 
trade stands. This National Drag Racing 
Championship event has 14 different car 
categories and 10 assorted bike categories 
on its agenda, topping out with the Top 
Fuel Bikes and the Motorsport UK Pro Mod 
cars, which can run from 0-240 mph in 
under six seconds.

Spring Fling, Leaden Vale Farm, 23rd May 

One of Ross and District Motor Sports Club’s popular 
events, this Car Trial challenges competitors to show 
their car skill and commitment on a series of short hill 
grass courses. Driving road legal standard production 
cars, the target is to gain height on the hill, rather 
than focus on speed or power. The event requires a 
high degree of skill and commitment and is part of the 
WAMC, ASWMC and AWMMC Car Trial Championships. 
For more information visit:  
www.rossmotorsports.co.uk
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Motorsport UK British Superkart 
Championships, Mallory Park, 22nd May

This newly formed Motorsport UK championship, 
organised by the British Racing and Sports Car Club, 
promises plenty of high-speed action when it kicks 
off with two races at Mallory Park in Leicestershire. 
Drivers will be raring to go after their original season 
opener at Cadwell Park had to be postponed, and the 
lightweight, high grip and high-powered karts will 
reach incredible speeds around the 1.4-mile bowl 
circuit. The bill also includes the Avon Tyres Northern 
and Super Classic Championship, with its field of Kent-
engined Formula Fords; the first competitive outing 
for a next generation of novice drivers in the Caterham 
Academy; the Track Attack Race Club, with its mix of 
French, Asian and German machines; and fledgling 
series such as the 206 GTi Production Cup and the new 
TT Challenge for Audi TTs. For more information visit:  
britishsuperkart.org 

http://www.rossmotorsports.co.uk


BTCC

Iain Pinkerton Memorial Sprint, Kames 
Motorsport Complex, 29th-30th May  

The Scottish Sporting Car Club is one of Scotland’s 
longest established motorsport clubs. Now that travel 
restrictions are easing in the country, the club is planning 
to run its annual speed event weekend, with a number 
of national Sprint and Hill Climb championships holding 
their opening rounds of the season. The club will precede 
the weekend with an AutoSolo test on 22nd May. This 
non-competitive event is intended to allow people to 
give their cars (and themselves) a bit of a shakedown 
after all this time in the garage, with a reduced entry of 
around 15 to maximise action and reduce marshalling 
demand. See the Facebook page for more information:  
www.facebook.com/groups/ScottishSportingCC/events

Hunter Motorsport Media

Combe Challenge, Castle Combe Circuit, 
Monday 31st May

This event should see Castle Combe circuit 
once again buzzing with spectators for the 
first time in 2021. Its programme will feature a 
variety of action including Castle Combe Racing 
Club’s own Saloon Car, GT, FF1600 and Hot 
Hatch Challenge championships and BARC’s 
MG Owners Club Championship. Several of the 
series had their first outings of the year behind 
closed doors on Easter Monday, when Alex Kite 
in an Audi TT and Simon Thornton-Norris in a 
Mitsubishi Colt Ralliart won a round apiece in 
the Saloon Cars. The varied GT field, meanwhile, 
will see a wealth of machinery including 
Porsches, Ferraris, Ginettas, BMWs  
and Caterhams. For more information visit: 
www.ccracingclub.co.uk

Rallye of East Yorkshire, Yorkshire, 6th June

This Historic and Targa Rally runs across the 
Yorkshire Wolds and out towards the coast near 
Scarborough and Filey. Starting in the Sledmere 
Farm Estate, the event is run by the Yorkshire Wolds 
Motor Club and has been designed to appeal to all 
abilities from new starters right up to the seasoned 
campaigner. The route will be followed on a Tulip 
road book with approximately 17 special tests on 20 
miles of off-road private farm gravel tracks. It is a 
round of the North of England and Scottish Classic 
Rally Organiser’s Challenge. Further information can 
be found at: www.facebook.com/yorkwoldsmc
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From Motorsports teams 
and tracks to competitions 
and events, our team is a 
well-established market leader
Entertainment of all types is a foundation of our business,
from 100 years of Hollywood to over 25 years of Motorsport.
We are committed to supporting the Motorsport sector
through innovative insurance partnerships to support all
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www.agcs.allianz.com
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MY MOTORSPORT

Revolution: “What was your earliest memory of motorsport?” 

Jamie Edwards: “I grew up in North Wales and my dad 
took me to rallies when I was four or five. We also went to 
see circuit racing at Oulton Park, but my first real memory is 
the RAC Rally in 1981. I’d just turned six. I remember being 
fascinated, seeing the cars in scrutineering and watching them 
stage-side. The colour, the noise; it was just so exciting.”

R: “So that is where you got the rally bug?”

JE: “Yep. The early 80s coincided with the arrival of the Audi 
Quattro and Group B. It was an incredible time to go and watch 
rallying and we used to travel quite extensively to do so.”

R: “Who were your heroes at the time?”

JE: “Henri Toivonen and David Llewellin. My dad was a big fan 
of David and we followed his career very closely. When he was 
driving for Toyota and became British champion we travelled a 
lot to different events that year.”

R: “How did you progress from being a fan to driving and co-
driving?”

JE: “I did marshalling for my local club and competed in 
navigational scatters with my dad and a few others. I always 
did okay with it. After university, I went to work in Finland, 
which is a good place for a rally fan! I got to know Marcus 
Grönholm through my connections. At the time, in 1997, he and 
his co-driver were on the cusp of going professional. 

“I co-founded a website called BritishRally.co.uk in 2000 and 
started to write a few articles, then set up my own motorsport 
PR business working for lots of drivers and teams. During 
that time a friend said, ‘hey, do you fancy co-driving at the 
weekend?’ So I did.”

R: “Have you ever been behind the wheel yourself?”

JE: “Yes. In 2004 I worked for Prospeed and we built a Nissan 
Micra for the Formula 1000 Rally Championship. I drove on 
about 20 rallies and, although it’s a bit of a joke, I always say 
I’m proud I won on tarmac and gravel as a driver and a co-
driver. I really enjoyed driving, but I sold my car at the end of 
2005 and switched my attention to co-driving.”

R: “So, where has that taken you?” 

JE: “I’ve competed in Sweden, France, Belgium, Holland, 
Ireland, all across the UK. I was runner up in the Scottish 
championship. I’ve even been as far as New Zealand to 
compete. And I’ve competed in just about every type of rally 
car you can think of, from World Rally cars, R5 cars, historic 
cars…”

R: “Do you always drive with the same people?”

JE: “There are a few drivers I co-drive with. You either build 
really good relationships with people, or you don’t! I’ve done 
a couple of rallies with people and perhaps we haven’t struck 
it off, while the first person I co-drove with was an usher at my 
wedding.” 

JAMIE EDWARDS
Having grown up watching Group B rally cars roar through 
the forests of the UK with his dad, it was inevitable that the 
sport would play a big part in Jamie Edwards’ life. This once 
fresh-faced kid is now a seasoned semi-pro co-driver, with 
almost 300 rallies under his belt, including co-driving the 
zero car alongside driver Stuart Egglestone at Wales Rally 
GB. He also runs Rally4Wales, which repairs forest gravel 
roads on the country’s rally stages. We caught up with him 
to find out more.

As a zero car co-driver, Jamie Edwards plays one of the most important roles in 
rallying, literally clearing the stage before the big guns go through. 
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R: “What makes a good partnership?”

JE: “You don’t have to be the same types of characters but 
you’ve got to develop empathy and an understanding of 
what that person is about - what they respond well to, what 
information they want and how you present and behave in the 
car with them.  A lot of people think you’re not in control of 
things as a co-driver, but you can be. You can set a tone, set an 
atmosphere with the way your voice comes across. If you sound 
frightened, people will know; if you’re over-excited, people will 
know. I’ve sat with people that can take loads of information in 
and others who are the exact opposite. It’s all part of adjusting 
that internal dynamic in the car to cope with that.

“The most important thing is to bring a consistent approach. If 
you’re up and down that would be quite difficult for a driver to 
handle. I’m a very cool, calm and collected person. I don’t get 
flustered and obviously those are important skills.” 

R: “So, what is the zero car?”

JE: “We are the last safety car before the stage is run and 
our job is to confirm it is all safe to operate for the competing 
crews. The double zero and triple zero cars check stage 
furniture, timing systems, and so on, before we do a final check. 
It’s also a reminder to all those working the stage, marshals, 
timekeepers, ‘here we go, we need to be ready because car one 
is 10 minutes behind us.’” 

R: “How does it differ to normal co-driving?”

JE: “It’s a unique, high-pressure, multi-faceted role. I have to 
navigate the driver through the stage like normal, but I’m also 
simultaneously listening to the event radio communication 
and I’m looking around to check the stage equipment is in the 
right place and people are all in safe places. 

“The driver is also trying to monitor that and people probably 
don’t grasp that the two of you are in the car making very, 
very crucial decisions in a split second. That’s why you have 
two experienced people doing the job. The driver makes his 
assessment, I make mine and we have to communicate that 
very, very quickly and clearly to each other, to then decide what 
we’re going to do. If it requires a conversation on the radio, 
I can’t navigate at that point. Then, at the end of the stage, I 
work with the marshals on the timing controls to make sure 
they know where to fill things out properly on time cards.

“There’s big, big pressure but you have to deal with it and 
not panic. On a World Championship event, with live TV 
coverage, you can’t be faffing about. Stuart and I have actually 
never rallied together before but he is a vastly experienced 
competitor, very talented, and the most placid, casual guy you 
will meet. Neither he nor I are the type of individuals to panic.”

R: “In that way, you are a bit of an unsung hero – who else do 
you feel deserves greater recognition?”

JE: “All the people who volunteer to put rallies on. They give 
up hours and hours on weekends and also months in advance 
to pull all that together and mobilise a team of like-minded 
volunteers. Many people don’t realise what it takes to organise 
a normal one-day national rally.”

R: “Who do you owe the greatest thanks for what you have 
done in motorsport?” 

JE: “My parents. I am forever grateful to my dad. He gave me 
my interest. He’s in his 70s now and he still goes and watches 
rallies and also historic F1 racing. I’m an avid fan of that too 
and now I take my children. 

“My parents have always been very supportive of my rallying, 
my wife too, and my kids really like the fact that dad goes and 
competes in all types of nice rally cars. I won the Woodpecker 
Rally a few years ago, which I loved going to watch as a child 
with a group of friends and my dad. To be stood on the top of 
the podium, spraying champagne, and see my parents there 
was an absolutely brilliant experience that I’ll never forget.”

R: “So, what is left on your bucket list?”

JE: “I’d like to go back and do the Silverfern Rally in New 
Zealand but my main aim is to do the Arctic Rally in Finland. 
I had a great time living out there but, as of yet, I’ve never 
actually competed on a rally in Finland. That would be great.”

R: “What do you feel is the greatest opportunity motorsport 
can give?” 

JE: “You can build up a great network of friends, contacts and 
life opportunities. If you’re committed, work hard, put your 
preparation in and don’t take things for granted, you can have 
some incredible experiences, at every level.”
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Chelmsford Motor Club
A regional organisation with a national profile, this East Anglian club is famous for 
staging England’s first closed road stage rally, as well as the legendary ‘Preston’ road rally

It was just three years ago last month that 
Chelmsford Motor Club made history by staging 
the first English closed road stage rally, following 
a successful campaign coordinated by Motorsport 
UK for a change in the law to make such events 
possible. “This weekend’s Corbeau Seats Rally 
Tendring & Clacton will be a landmark event for 
UK motorsport,” said Motorsport UK chairman 
David Richards of the event back in 2018. “After 
years of campaigning, the MSA [now Motorsport 
UK] and event organisers can now take motorsport 
to the people. We must give credit to Chelmsford 
Motor Club for leading the way and getting this 
initiative off the ground just a year after the new 
legislation was passed.”

From that promising start, the event’s springtime 
slot in the calendar has unfortunately resulted in 
a double whammy of lockdown cancellations, with 

both the 2020 and 2021 rallies unable to run. It 
will be back in 2022, hoping to take its place in 
the British Rally Championship. Quite the coup for 
a regional motor club. But all in a day’s work for 
Chelmsford Motor Club, given its proven ability to 
attract competitors from far beyond its apparent 
catchment area. 

Club chairman Jim Bowie credits this to the fact 
that many on the committee actively compete 
or officiate at events themselves, so are in 
touch with what competitors want and expect. 
Empowering the various event committees to work 
to their respective strengths while supporting 
them to avoid what he describes as ‘organiser 
burnout’ is also important, likewise the fact that 
sharing the load means knowledge and contacts 
don’t leave the club when long-standing event 
organisers retire or move on. Which is not to say 
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that influential members such as Tendring and Clacton 
event director Tony Clements don’t have a place in the 
organisation. 

“That event wouldn’t run without Tony,” says Jim, “and he 
has the particular qualities we need. He’s especially good 
at interacting with the public bodies you need to sign off 
on things like that and even before the legislation passed, 
he was talking to the council, asking them if there was 
anywhere they would be willing to close roads. They liked 
the idea of bringing people in to Tendring and it took him 
three years but we got there.”

An event of that scale was beyond the means of a single 
club, but here the formal and informal networks between 
organisations all over the country came into play, Tony  
using his connections to seek support and advice from 
organisers on more established events such as the Jim Clark 
Rally and Mull among others, and leveraging his position  
on committees within Motorsport UK to pool expertise.  
And where Chelmsford has gone, others can hopefully 
follow, the Isle of Wight Motor Club featured previously  
in Club Corner (Revolution January) among those looking to 
build on this experience with closed road events of its own.

The Tendring and Clacton is just one of Chelmsford Motor 
Club’s events, these ranging from 12-cars, Targas and 
stage events like the Brands Hatch Winter Stages to the 
legendary Preston, named after club president Bill Preston. 
Stalwarts of the club, there are now three generations of 
the Preston family involved, with Bill’s daughter and son-
in-law competing and their son David a class winner on the 
Clacton Stages in 2019. The event carrying their name is, 
however, something of a highlight of the road rally scene.

Clerk of the Course David Taylor explains how the Preston 
evolved out of the popular Britvic Rally, sponsored by the 
famous soft drinks manufacturer and starting from its 
Chelmsford HQ before heading off into Norfolk. Popular 

through the 1960s and 1970s, the Britvic was a combination 
of both stage and road rally, the Preston very much the 
latter but unusual in the amount of off-road driving it 
includes. Early on, the route mainly used ‘white’ roads and 
byways, although it has evolved to the point where the vast 
majority is now held on private land. 

“I’d only just started rallying at the time the Preston first 
went ahead,” explains David, who went on to become Clerk 
of the Course. “I was living in Chelmsford and put a pin in 
the map where there were the least houses, which took 
us over towards Thetford. Over time we’ve built up our 
landowner bank to the point where we can run it all off-
road. This is less down to me and more due to my successors 
Adrian Gladwin and Brian Jaggs, who achieved everything 
I dreamed it could be.” David has since returned to the 
role, building on the contacts and goodwill established 
by the club with landowners. Much of this is achieved by 
running the event in support of the local air ambulance, 
this alignment with a good cause opening doors with those 
eager to associate themselves with a charity serving the 
whole community. 

Motoring journalist Lizzie Pope is a long-standing club 
member and has enjoyed competing in many of its events 
over the years, including the Preston. “Chelmsford Motor Club 
is a super club, underlined by the fact that its membership 
comes from the local area but also much further afield, as 
well as the amazing range of events in its packed calendar,” 
she says. “How many clubs run 12-cars and also a round 
of the British Rally Championship? It also organises the 
well-established East Anglian Classic that’s part of the 
HRCR Historic Road Rally Championship, but the Preston is 
arguably the club’s ultimate event. It’s not called ’the one 
and only’ for nothing. It’s a unique test of crew and car like 
nothing else – and you have to be prepared to get muddy!”

For more information: https://chelmsfordmc.co.uk
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A LASTING LEGACY
Richard Parry-Jones 
Richard Parry-Jones was Chairman of Motorsport UK’s British 
Motor Sports Training Trust and a great friend and supporter of 
the national governing body and its community.

Richard had a distinguished engineering career at Ford 
spanning almost 40 years, rising to become Group Vice-
President-Global Product Development, Chief Technical Officer 
and Head of Global R&D Operations.  He retired from the 
company in 2007 to follow a consultancy career including 
advising the Welsh government on economic development, 
transport and energy matters. 

Born in Bangor and a motorsport enthusiast through and 
through, Richard competed on rallies and supported rising Welsh 
rallying talent, helping to bring them onto the world stage.

Richard made an enormous contribution to motorsport in 
this country and leaves an indelible mark on the automotive 
industry and sport.

David Sutton 
David Sutton was a driver in his early days but will be 
best remembered for masterminding Ari Vatanen’s 1981 
FIA World Rally Championship title. David’s London-
based team became the first privateer team to win the 
world title with Vatanen and co-driver David Richards. 

David later ran Audi UK cars for Hannu Mikkola, 
Stig Blomqvist and Michèle Mouton in the British 
Championship and around the world. A second world 
title came in 2003 when Martin Rowe drove a Group N 
Subaru Impreza to the Production Car world title.

Andy Milnes 
Andy Milnes was a well-respected Scrutineer with 
over 10 years’ service to the sport. In addition to 
scrutineering, Andy was a graded examining speed 
marshal and keen trackside marshal and could 
regularly be found working as a Post Chief at 
Harewood Hill Climb. Andy will be greatly missed 
by the scrutineering and marshalling community.
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Johnstone Syer 
Johnstone Syer was one of the old-school rally 
navigators who perfected the art of co-driving with 
maps and pencils, stopwatches and clipboards. 
During his 40-year career which spanned the 
American continent as well as Africa and Eastern 
Europe, Johnstone navigated for many drivers 
including Andrew Cowan in Hillman Imps, Ford 
Escorts and Mitsubishis as well as Brian Culcheth 
and Tony Pond, and made a valuable contribution to 
the ‘golden age’ of rallying.

Dick Byatt 
Dick Byatt was a Scrutineer for many years, progressing 
to become a National and Eligibility Scrutineer and 
ultimately a Chief Scrutineer at many events. Dick 
was also a motorsport enthusiast and a competitor, 
competing on both two and four wheels as a 
successful national motocross rider and Red Top short 
oval driver before becoming a Scrutineer. As a Senior 
Lecturer in Automotive Engineering and Science, Dick 
used his teaching skills to train scrutineers.

John Osborne 
John Osborne’s 
motorsport career 
spanned almost 50 
years and he assumed 
numerous non-racing 
duties from the early 
1970s culminating 
in becoming an 
International 

Steward and an International Race Director/Clerk 
of the Course. John officiated at international 
championships and was a regular figure at British 
flagship events at Silverstone, Donington Park, 
Brands Hatch, Snetterton and Oulton Park.

Phil Price  
Phil Price competed in over 100 National and 
International rallies and spent many years building 
and preparing rally cars.  Phil’s passion and energy 
for rallying was second to none, running his rally 
school in the heart of Wales for 32 years.  He 
was a great inspiration to many in the world of 
rallying, particularly to those who benefited from 
his dedicated work, experience and commitment to 
British Association of Rally School (BARS) tests. 
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Results
Latest results across the different types of motorsport governed by Motorsport UK

The season kicked off with a rare occurrence when 
two competitors tied for victory in Falcon Motor Club’s 
Ivinghoe Trial amidst a capacity entry of 50 vehicles. 
Dick Glossop matched reigning champion Mark Hoppe 
at the top while Rupert North won the new car class in 
a Suzuki Alto, with Gary Preston taking the front-wheel 
drive class after a close battle with Simon Harris. The 
season includes 10 more events, concluding in October, 
and continues with the Spring Trial at the end of May.

Results 
1= Mark Hoppe (Dutton Melos), 55% 
1= Dick Glossop (Liege SS), 55% 
2 Rupert North (Suzuki Alto), 72.5% 
3 Gary Preston (Fiat 126), 88%

Peter Fensom excelled in unusually dry conditions at Shelsley Walsh to take his 
first victory in over five years. It was 2019 British champion Simon Kingsley up front 
ahead of last year’s runner up Josh Veale midway through the event, but Fensom 
ran clean in a new section to move ahead. Thomas Bricknell returned to the sport, 
eight years after his second British championship to finish fourth, while reigning 
champion Ian Veale could only muster ninth. George Barnes won the Rookie class.

Results 
1 Peter Fensom, Hamilton, 21 
2 Josh Veale, Sherpa, 23 
3 Simon Kingsley, Crossle, 23

2021 Motorsport UK British Car Trial 
Championship

2021 Motorsport UK British Sporting Car Trial Championship
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Automotive Accessories

Power Maxed Unit 3B, Wellington 
Road, Waterloo Park, Bidford-on-Avon, 
Warwickshire, B50 4JH
Phone: 01789 330668
www.powermaxed.com

Automotive Destination Automotive Destination

Bicester Heritage	 
The Station Armoury, Building 123, 
Buckingham Road, Bicester, OX26 5HA	
Phone: 01869 327928	
Email: hq@bicesterheritage.co.uk	
www.bicesterheritage.co.uk

Bicester Motion 
The Station Armoury, Building 123, 
Buckingham Road, Bicester, OX26 5HA
Phone: 01869 327928	
Email: hq@bicestermotion.com	
www.bicestermotion.com

Batteries

DMS Technologies 
Belbins Business Park,  
Cupernham Lane, Romsey,  
Hampshire, S051 7JF 
www.dmstech.co.uk

Breakdown

RAC
Phone: 0330 159 8727
www.rac.co.uk/uk-join/motorsportuk 

Llandow Circuit
Llandow, Cowbridge,  
Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7PB
Phone: 01446 796460
www.llandow.com 

Circuits

Castle Combe Circuit
Chippenham,  
Wiltshire, SN14 7EY
Phone: 01249 479881 
www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk

Knockhill Racing Circuit
by Dunfermline,  
Fife, KY12 9TF
Phone: 01383 723337
www.knockhill.com

Coffee

SACRED Coffee	  
Unit 14 Highbury Studios, 
8 Hornsey Street, London, N7 8EG		
www.sacredPOD.com

Silverstone Circuit  
Towcester,  
Northamptonshire, NN12 8TN
Phone: 08443 750740
www.silverstone.co.uk

Coaching

IAM Roadsmart		
Motorsport UK has partnered with 
IAM Roadsmart to offer members a 
20% on advanced driving courses.
Phone: 0300 303 1134	
www.iamroadsmart.com

iZone	
2255 Silverstone Technology Park, 
Silverstone Circuit, Silverstone, 
Northamptonshire, NN12 8GX	
Phone: 01327 856872	
www.izoneperformance.com

Communications Equipment

Tower Communications
12 The Rampart, Haddenham,  
Cambridgeshire, CB6 3ST
Phone: 01353 749859 
www.towercomms.co.uk

Control Fuels

Anglo American Oil Company 
58 Holton Road, Holton Heath 
Trading Park, Poole, Dorset, BH16 6LT
Phone: 01929 551557 
Email: info@aaoil.co.uk
www.aaoil.co.uk

Haltermann Carless UK Ltd
Grove House, Guildford Road, 
Leatherhead,  
Surrey, KT22 9DF
Phone: 01372 360000
www.haltermann-carless.com



SUPPLIER DIRECTORY

Finance

Classic & Sports Finance
Building B,  
6 Kirtlington Business Centre, 
Kirtlington, Oxfordshire, OX5 3JA
Phone: 01869 351512
www.classicandsportsfinance.com

Fire Extinguishers

Fire Extinguisher Valve Co
Unit B3, Ford Airfield Industrial 
Estate, Ford, Nr Arundel, West Sussex,  
BN18 0HY
Phone: 01243 555566
www.f-e-v.co.uk

Instruments

ACES 
26 Gainsborough Drive, Lawford,  
Manningtree, Essex, CO11 2JU 
Phone: 01206 395324 
www.aceserve.co.uk

Fuels

Anglo American Oil Company 
58 Holton Road, Holton Heath  
Trading Park, Poole, Dorset, BH16 6LT
Phone: 01929 551557 
Email: info@aaoil.co.uk
www.aaoil.co.uk

www.vpracingfuels.com
UK distributors
Old Hall Performance
Phone: 02476 717100
Email: sales@oldhallperformance.com
www.oldhallperformance.com
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Control Systems

Moog
Ashchurch, Tewkesbury,  
Gloucestershire, GL20 8NA 
Phone: 01684 296600 
www.moog.co.uk

Data Logging

Racelogic – VBOX Motorsport
Unit 10, Swan Business Centre,  
Osier Way, Buckingham,  
Buckinghamshire, MK18 1TB
Phone: 01280 823803
www.vboxmotorsport.co.uk

Esports

iRacing
Motorsport UK members can 
get a free three-month iRacing 
subscription code to get up and 
running in the world of Esports.
www.iracing.com

Experiences

Silverstone Experience	
Silverstone Circuit, Towcester, 
Northamptonshire, NN12 8TN	
Phone: 03339 999886	
www.silverstone-experience.co.uk

Lifeline Fire & Safety Systems Ltd
Falkland Close, Coventry,  
Warwickshire, CV4 8AU
Phone: 02476 712999
www.lifeline-fire.co.uk

Fuel Cells

Aero Tec Laboratories Ltd	  
ATL Technology Centre, Denbigh Road, 
Bletchley, Milton Keynes, MK1 1DF
Phone: 01908 351700	  
Email: sales@atlltd.com 
www.atlltd.com

Garage Equipment

Lista (UK) Ltd	  
14 Warren Yard, Warren Farm Office 
Village, Wolverton Mill,  
Milton Keynes, MK12 5NW	
Phone: 01908 222333	
www.lista.com

HANS System

SCHROTH Racing 
www.schroth.com

Helmets

Arai Helmets
Protecting champions for over 50 
years. At the forefront of motorsport. 
With hand built helmets for every 
discipline; from karting to Formula 1.
www.whyarai.co.uk 

Hotels

Hilton Group
Members can access best available 
rates at Hilton, Doubletree, Hilton 
Garden Inn and Hampton Hotels 
around the country.
www.hilton.com
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Grove & Dean Motorsport Insurance
96 Market Place, Romford,  
Essex, RM1 3ER
Phone: 01708 606768
www.grove-dean-motorsport.com

Reis Motorsport
Unit 4 Wheatcroft Business Park,  
Landmere Lane, Edwalton,  
Nottinghamshire, NG12 4DG
Phone: 0115 965 1020
www.reis.co.uk

Ryan Motorsport Insurance
150 Minories, Suite 609,  
London, EC3N 1LS
Phone: 01799 524202
www.ryanmi.com

Gallagher Motorsport
The Walbrook Building,  
25 Walbrook, London, EC4N 8AW
Phone: 0800 138 7535
ajg.com/uk/motor-racing-insurance
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Instruments

Aim Shop	
Unit 8 Riverside, Campbell Road,
Stoke-On-Trent, Staffordshire,  
ST4 4RJ	
Phone: 01782 393843	
www.aimshop.com

Insurance

Adrian Flux
Phone: 0333 696 9676
www.adrianflux.co.uk

Bluefin Sport 
The Paragon, 32-36 Victoria Street, 
Bristol, BS1 6BX 
Phone: 0345 872 5060 
Email: motorsport@bluefinsport.co.uk 
www.bluefinsport.co.uk

Media

Autosport
1 Eton Street, Richmond,  
Surrey, TW9 1AG
Phone: 0203 405 8100
www.autosport.com

F1 TV			 
Enjoy live timing, leaderboards and 
data, the best of team radios, plus 
exclusive documentaries and shows.
https://f1tv.formula1.com/en/

Motor Sport Magazine
18-20 Rosemont Road,  
London, NW3 6NE
Phone: 020 7349 8484
www.motorsportmagazine.com

GP Racing
1 Eton Street, Richmond,  
Surrey, TW9 1AG
www.gpracing.com

Motorsport News
Motorsport News, Kelsey Media Ltd,  
Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, 
Cudham, Kent, TN16 3AG
www.motorsport-news.co.uk

Readly
Motorsport UK has partnered 
with Readly, the new way of 
reading magazines on tablets and 
smartphones.
https://gb.readly.com/motorsport

Octane
Octane is the premium monthly 
magazine celebrating over 100 years 
of automotive design, from classic 
Bentleys to the latest BMW. 
subscribe.octane-magazine.com

Kart Equipment

KKC Kart Shop	  
Whilton Mill Kart Circuit, Whilton Locks, 
Northamptonshire, NN11 2NH	
Phone: 01327 844320	
Email: sales@kkckartshop.co.uk	
www.kkckartshop.co.uk
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Macro Motorsport 
Phone: 0800 567 7381 
www.macromotorsport.net

Bill Gwynne Rallyschool 
International  
Turweston Aerodrome, Brackley,  
Northamptonshire, NN13 5YD 
Phone: 01280 705570 
www.billgwynne.com

Rally Schools

Phil Price Rally School 
Coed Harbour, Llangunllo, Knighton, 
Powys, LD7 1TD 
Phone: 01547 550300 
www.philprice.co.uk

Noise Measurement

Cirrus Research 
Phone: 01723 891655 
Email: sales@cirrusresearch.com 
www.cirrusresearch.co.uk

PPE

Baylis & Harding PLC
Park Farm, Nash Road, Redditch, 
Worcestershire, B98 7AS
Phone: 01527 505056
www.baylisandharding.com
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WRC+
WRC+ All Live is the official video 
platform of the FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC). Watch WRC 
action like never before.
www.wrc.com

Medicals

D4 Drivers	
Building 1, Charlesworth Court, 
Hotspur Park, Knights Way, 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY1 3AB	
Phone: 0300 3030 668	
www.d4drivers.uk

LMA Autoparts Ltd
The Green Barn, Antlands Lane 
East, Shipley Bridge, Surrey, RH6 9TE
Phone: 01342 891877
www.lmaautoparts.com

Motorsport Products

SW Motorsports	  
Unit 3b, Talbot Rd, Leyland, 
Lancashire, PR25 2ZF	
Phone: 01772 378224	
Email: info@swmotorsports.co.uk	
www.swmotorsports.uk

Racewear

Demon Tweeks Motorsport 
75 Ash Road South, Wrexham 
Industrial Estate, Wrexham, LL13 9UG 
Phone: 01978 664466 
Email: sales@demon-tweeks.com 
www.demon-tweeks.com

HRX Racewear	  
Unit C, Rosie Road, Normanton,  
West Yorkshire, WF6 1ZB	
Phone: 07887 514548		
www.hrxracewear.co.uk

Grand Prix Racewear  
Unit 1, Silverstone Technology Park, 
Silverstone Circuit,  
Northamptonshire, NN12 8TN 
Phone: 01327 855585 
www.gprdirect.com

Event Signs
Unit 6 Poplar Drive,  
Witton, Birmingham, B6 7AD
Phone: 0121 344 3141
www.eventsigns.co.uk

Rally Plates/Signs

Hex Signs & Graphics	  
Church Lane, Hixon,  
Staffordshire, ST18 0PS	
Phone: 01889 272041		
www.hexsignsandgraphics.co.uk

G R A P H I C S

Prototyping

ID Mouldings Ltd	 
Unit 5 Griffin Business 
Park, Walmer Way, Birmingham, B37 7UX	
Phone:  07835 88882		
www.idmouldings.com
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Wera
Wera Tools is a global tools' specialist 
that firmly believes its tools make 
life 'simpler, safer and full of joy' for 
users.
www-uk.wera.de

want2race	
Helios 47, Isabella Road, Garforth, 
Leeds, Yorkshire, LS25 2DY	
Phone: 01332 470 057	
www.want2race.co.uk

Snow+Rock
Founded by a small team of crazy 
snow sport enthusiasts, Snow+Rock 
is all about pushing boundaries, 
breaking rules, never compromising.
www.snowandrock.com

Runners Need
Whatever gets you moving, Runners 
Need is the running specialist and 
here to help you every step of the way.
www.runnersneed.com

Playseat			
From novice to professional, young or 
experienced, you will definitely enjoy 
the thrill of racing at home.
www.playseatstore.co.uk

Race Transponders
Race Transponders is Europe's 
leading motorsport timing and 
accessory supplier.
www.racetransponders.co.uk

Porter Press	
Hilltop Farm, Knighton-on-Teme, 
Tenbury Wells, Worcestershire,  
WR15 8LY	
Phone: 01584 781588	
www.porterpress.co.uk

Retail

Cotswold Outdoor
The UK’s widest range of outdoor 
clothing and equipment.	 	
www.cotswoldoutdoor.com
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Haynes	
Haynes Publishing, Sparkford,  
Yeovil, Somerset, BA22 7JJ	  
Phone: 01206 256101	
www.haynes.com

Halfords			
Halfords are pleased to offer 
Motorsport UK members a 10% 
discount off anything in store.
www.halfords.com

Grandstand Merchandise	
Unit 4, Chalker Way, Banbury, 
Oxfordshire, OX16 4XD	  
Phone: 01869 337554	
www.grandstandmerchandise.com

Optical Express	  
5 Deerdykes Road, Cumbernauld, 
Glasgow, G68 9HF	
Phone: 0800 023 2020		
www.opticalexpress.co.uk

LKY7 Sports	  
Lky7 Sports Nutrition & Cycling, 
357 Staines Road West, Ashford,  
Surrey, TW15 1RP	
Phone: 01784 258111		
www.lky7sports.com

Roll Bars/Cages

Caged Laser Engineering (SW) Ltd
Unit 12, Ash Farm Business Park, 
Radstock, Somerset, BA3 5EX
Phone: 01761 239133
www.cagedlaser.co.uk

Custom Cages	  
Units 1 - 2, South March, Long 
March Industrial Estate, Daventry, 
Northamptonshire, NN11 4PH	
Phone: 01327 872855	  
www.customcages.co.uk
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Tyre Companies

Avon Tyres
Bath Road, Melksham
Wiltshire, SN12 8AA 
Phone: 01225 357855
Email: avonmotorsport@coopertire.com 
www.avontyres.com

Safety Devices International Ltd
Cambridge House, Holborn Avenue, 
Mildenhall, Suffolk, IP28 7AN
Phone: 01638 713606

APH
Discounts for members off APH 
prices at all participating airport car 
parks and lounges in the UK.	
Phone: 01342 859536	
www.aph.com

Travel

DFDS
Phone: 08715 211531 
www.dfds.com

Nutt Travel in partnership  
with Stena Line
Phone: 028 7035 1199
www.nutttravel.com
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Roll Bars/Cages

Tube Direct	  
Units 1 - 2, South March, Long 
March Industrial Estate,  Daventry, 
Northamptonshire, NN11 4PH	
Phone: 01604 931 300
www.tubedirect.uk

Seats

Corbeau Seats Ltd 
17 Wainwright Close, St Leonards-on-
sea, East Sussex, TN38 9PP
Phone: 01424 854499
www.corbeau-seats.com

Racetech Europe Ltd
Unit 3, Heron Court, Kettlebrook Road, 
Tamworth, Birmingham, B77 1AG
Phone: 07401 703750
Email: sales@racetecheurope.co.uk
www.racetecheurope.co.uk/shop

Seats/Harnesses

GSM Performance Ltd
Unit 5, High Hazles Road, Cotgrave,  
Nottinghamshire, NG12 3GZ
Phone: 0115 989 3488
www.gsmperformance.co.uk

Track Days

OpenTrack Events Ltd
45 Jeavons Lane, Great Cambourne,
Cambridge, Cambridgeshire, CB23 6AF
Phone: 01954 710911
www.opentrack.co.uk

Cooper Tire & Rubber Co. Europe Ltd 
Bath Road, Melksham
Wiltshire, SN12 8AA
Phone: 01225 703101
coopermotorsport@coopertire.com 
www.coopertire.co.uk/motorsport-tires

Longstone Tyres
Doncaster Road, Bawtry,  
South Yorkshire, DN10 6NX
Phone: 01302 711123
www.longstonetyres.co.uk

Michelin Tyre PLC
Campbell Road, Stoke-on-Trent,  
West Midlands, ST4 4EY
Phone: 0845 366 1535
www.michelin.co.uk/about/michelin-
in-the-uk

Pirelli Tyres Ltd 
Derby Road, Burton-on-Trent, 
Staffordshire, DE13 0BH 
Phone: 01283 525252 
www.pirelli.co.uk

Protyre Motorsport
Govan Road, Fenton Industrial Estate,  
Stoke-on-Trent,  
West Midlands, ST4 2RS
Phone: 01782 411 001 
www.protyre.co.uk/motorsport
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Wire Wheels

Speedline
SL Corse Ltd, Haybrook Industrial 
Estate, Telford,  
Shropshire, TF7 4QW
Phone: 01952 582825
www.speedlinecorse.net

Borrani
Doncaster Road, Bawtry,  
South Yorkshire, DN10 6NX
Phone: 01302 711123
www.borrani.com

Wheels

Revolution Wheels International Ltd 
2 Eco Court, Latimer Way, Sherwood 
Energy Village, Ollerton,  
Nottinghamshire, NG22 9QW
Phone: 01623 860000
www.revolutionwheels.com

Tyre Warmers

M. A. Horne Ltd
Unit 9, Enterprise Park,  
Ebblake Industrial Estate,  
Verwood, Dorset, BH31 6YS
Phone: 01202 822770
www.m-a-horne.co.uk
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ENQUIRIES For partnership and supplier enquiries, email: commercial@motorsportuk.org

Tyre Companies

Toyo Tires	  
Shipton Way, Rushden, 
Northamptonshire, NN10 6GL	
Phone: 01933 411144	
Email: info@toyotyre.co.uk
www.toyo.co.uk

Nankang Tyre UK 
1 SGC Business Park, Oldbury Road, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, B70 9DP
Phone: 0121 500 5010	
Email: jamie@nankangtyre.co.uk 	
www.nankangtyre.co.uk

Revolution is your magazine, so if you have 
an idea for an interesting feature or topic 
you would like covered in a future edition 
of Revolution, please get in touch with us 
at: revolution@motorsportuk.org
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Impaktor by

https://www-de.wera.de/en/great-tools/joker/


The Parting Shot
The Vintage Sports Car Club launched its 2021 season with a ‘Spring Start’ race meeting 
held at Silverstone on 17th April, which featured an AutoSolo, ideal for those new to 
competition or wanting to exercise their cars in a fun environment.


